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FOR SPRING 1957! 


The Original, Annual 


All-Expense-inclusive 


Garden Towu 


SPONSORED by America’s leading Horticultural Societies 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 


Rhode Island Horticultural Society 
Society Ontario Horticultural Society! 


Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
Michigan Horticultural 


PERSONALLY CONDUCTED by Dr. Ernest K. Thomas, Exec. Sec., Rhode Island Hort. Soc.; Mr. Clark 
Thayer, Head of Dept. of Floriculture, Univ. of Mass.; Mr. Arno H. Nehrling, Exec. Sec., Mass. Hort. Soc 


Mr. John Burton Brimer, garden editor, author 


John F. Clark, Sec., Ontario Hort. Assns. Each dis 


tinguished tour leader is an outstanding authority on gardening and plant material and will be available 


at all times to aid you with explanations and advice 


Planned by experts with more than 30 years 


of experience in foreign travel — and the fore 
most agency in the field of foreign travel 
these leisurely yet thorough tours grow more 
popular each year! You can now combine your 
enjoyment of gardening with the pleasures of 
travel! 


Here are five extraordinary tours...in Europe, 
Hawaii and the Orient ... which will enable 
you to see the famous gardens as well as the 
famous sights of the country visited! 


All tours will include special receptions, teas 


MEDITERRANEAN WESTERN 
Sicily Grecian and Roman 
Temples. Italy Rome 
Florence 
Italian Lake District. Italian 
French Rivieras. France 
49 days, sailing March 21 


England 


EUROPE 

France and Paris in the spring 

Holland at Tulip Time. Belgium Wales 

Greenhouses 

nob!e estates and 

Paris the Chelsea Flower Show. 49 
days, sailing April 10 


Picturesque Swiss and the Royal 


and luncheons at private estates, which the 
average visitor does not usually see. You will 
have opportunities to meet and talk with lead- 
ing garden authorities of the countries visited 

horticulturists, gardeners, bulb growers, 
nurserymen, teachers, etc.! 


For your convenience, expe rienced tour man- 
agers will accompany each group. They will 
take care of such matters as transfers, baggage, 
transportation, reservations, etc. They will be 
on hand to assist you with any personal travel 
matters which may arise. 


BRITISH ISLES 
England...Chelsea Flower Show 
medieval Chester. Ire 
land, north and south... lake- 
studded countryside. Scotland 

the Highlands. 41 days, sail 
ing May 15 


THESE THREE TOURS OF EUROPEAN GARDENS MAY BE TAKEN SEPARATELY OR 
IN SEQUENCE, AS THEY CONNECT WITH EACH OTHER! 


HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
The Garden Paradise of the Pa- 
cific. Oahu. Hawaii. Mauai. Kauai 
Waikiki Beach. Honolulu. Orchid 
gardens. Flowering trees. Private 
estates. 34 flower-filled days, 
sailing May 2 


THE ORIENT 
Seattle-Victoria. Japan at Cherry 
Blossom Time . . . the Inland 
Sea. Formosa. Hong Kong . . 
Siam . the Royal Palace 
Flower-filled Hawaiian Islands 
45 days by air, April 1. 


Write for complete information! Address Dept. H12 


JEAN BERKE 


TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 
516 Fifth Avenue 
New York 36, New York 








Imagine the thrill of Mother, Dad, 

Aunt, Uncle ora friend opening this won- 

derful gift at Christmastime. They’ll 

want to start their better garden right 

‘ away! They’ll use it year in and year out 

: ' —they’ll thank you again and again for 
aap the Gift That Makes Gardens Grow. 


seq err They'll Appreciate It for Years to Come 


happy. The lifetime welded steel chest with 


carrying handle weighs only 9% Ibs. Simple, It’s fascinating, it’s different! This amazing Soil Test Kit guarantees 
“asy to follow directions; charts sho 2eds 0 . . 
295 different flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. greater garden pleasure—larger size, better color and perfection of form 
Sul Sans. Lies tothe wehetlies ties eae in every kind of flower—bigger, vitamin-rich vegetables to brag about 


(pH) and how much. Gardeners every where say —and more of them! It assures a rich velvety green lawn all season 
its their most valuabie possession. 


Big value, low cost—only $14.95. long... makes any garden the pride and envy of the neighborhood. 


POPULAR GARDEN KIT Flower show fans win more prizes than ever before. Fanciers of 
Handsome case with clear lucite cover. A boon roses, gladiolus, dahlias—yes, African violets too—get more enjoyment 


for the small garden, complete in every way 


Makes over 50 tests for nitrogen, phosphorus, from their hobby. Gardeners who grow flowers for their church or 
potash and lime (pH). Simple directions, charts 


show needs of 125 different flowers, vegetables, to give to shut-ins and friends have a far greater bounty to bestow. 


fruits, etc. Saves cherished piants by the hun- 


dreds. Makes better gardeners. Only $5.89. H 
Fe in lea Easy as Reading a Thermometer 


Forthosetowhom you wanttogive ‘ SU r ) 2 2 4 No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed 


the best—the one Dad's getting in ’ 
picture aolow Just as easy to use, , Tells in 10 minutes just 
hundreds of tests Charts tell needs Maa Le. what's wrong with any soil 
of 225 different flowers, vegetables, \ 1 —and how to correct it. 
etc Canara. welded steel shew i a m4 These easy tests keep gar- 
eee _— . deners from using the 
wrong fertilizer—or wast- 
ing money on too much. 
It also indicates whether lime 
is needed (pH) and how much. Even 
first tests will be accurate, reliable. 
Test anytime, anywhere—kitchen, 
cellar, garage, or outdoors. This is the 
real secret of having a ‘‘Green Thumb.”’ 
Send No Money—Order C.O.D., or en- 
~—s ae close check and we'll mail postpaid, saving 
; you 50c to $3.55 in postal charges. 
The gift We'll Gift-Wrap Do Your Christmas Shopping Early — 
that gets order NOW and avoid the rush! Make this 
the moat and Mail FREE! \> the happy answer for several names on your 
attention it yan win: eet send gift list (get one for yourself, too). 
under the a list of names and ad- = oa oe MAIL TODAY = a ae 


Christmas dresses to whom you 


tree all wantue te cand Sell test i SUDBURY LABORATORY, 8ox74E, South Sudbury, Mass. 





= Aid the Kits. We'll gift-wrap and Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered, by return mail: 
olidays! : : . 
a ee Horticultural Kits @ $14.95 each 
card bearing yourname. 7 Popular Garden Kits @ $5.89 each 
_..... Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each 
Equally Better Garden Guarantee B77 Biacloned io $ ty 
STORES appropriat Inside each Kit is the famous Sudbury Guarantee. | Send postpaid. |_| plus postage. 
Serve ated aaa for birthdays If any user doesn't have a better garden within a year 
omers by having 7 . the Kit can be returned for a full refund. 


these unique gifts] @"tversaries, etc. That’s Sudbury’s Daring Guarantee! y Name. 
instock forChrist 


mas Shoppers, e . St. or R.D. aaesen = aan PO ee ‘ 

and for all-year ’ —— 

de — A ag for i est it t City « State 

Special ( er a -- f . _— 
SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 74E, South Sudbury, Mass. Attached saat of comes ond ae mony to whom oe send 


World’s Largest Makers—Over 500,000 Now in Use a mae a= a= =m 
December 1956 
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DERWALEIS DESIGNS 
P.0. Box HO-12 = Portsmouth, Rhode Island 














BREAD FROM STONES 
MUST READING 


for 
¢ Growers 
Farmers 
Livestockmen 
Soil Scientists 








Have you ever wondered why mountain 
valleys of the United States, Europe and 
South America are so rich in minerals— 
why soils are so fertile—why crops and 
livestock in these areas thrive? 

Julius Hensel, eminent German scien- 
tist, the author of ‘“‘Bread From Stones,”’ 
believed that the minerals in granite, 
after it had been rotted down by soil 
acids, moisture, and air, gave these val- 
leys sustained fertility. 

Many of Julius Hensel’s letters to his 
friends, also scientists, who collaborated 
with him in the study of soils, and his 
ideas about granite meal as a natural 
fertilizing agent, will be of great interest 
to growers, farmers, livestockmen, and 
soil scientists. 

From the pages of ‘‘Bread From 
Stones”’ you will learn why soil composi- 
tion is so important in feeding and breed- 
ing livestock—how certain elements 
affect the suppleness and durability of 
fibre—the elements to be avoided in the 
cultivation of premium-priced tobacco— 
how soil nutrient balance reduces certain 
pest hazards, etc. 


Your copy of “Bread From Stones” will be 
mailed to you for 50 cents—less than our cost 
for printing. And a free copy of the booklet, 
“‘As Others Tell the Story of Hybro-Tite,”’ is 
yours for the asking. It contains 42 case his- 
tories with pictures. It tells how others used 
low-cost Hybro-Tite (pulverized granite rich 
in minerals) to improve soils and increase 
yields of grain, grasses, 













fruits and berries, vege- Pocket Size 
tables and row crops. 142 pages 

. nly ¢ 
| POTASH ROCK CO. OF AMERICA, INC. | 
| Dept. H-12, Lithonia, Georgia | 
| [) t enclose 50¢ for my copy of the 142-page | 

Book “Bread From Stones.” 

! () Please send free my copy of “As Others Tell | 
| the Story of Hybro-Tite.” | 
| Name | 
1 Address | 
| Town State 1 
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ALUMINUM 
Greenhouse 


Grow your own 
PLANTS and FLOWERS 
365 days a year 


At last it’s possible to have a real green- 
house in your own back yard .. . and at 
a price you can afford. ORLYT-prefabri- 
cated in sparkling aluminum or distinc- 
tive redwood - comes in dozens of 
styles and sizes. 


Use our Easy Budget Plan, too... 
the ample sized ORLYT pictured is 
only $325 or less than $11 a month, 
WRITE TODAY FOR NEW 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 52-12 


LORD 4 BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON NY « 


sg aTHARI? 


DES PLAINES iit 


le 








a 
English Holly Idealfor Christmas 


Send it to friends as gifts and use it for your own home 
decorating. Oregon holly is tops in quality. Long branches 
carefully selected for perfection, filled with bright scarlet 
berries. Shipped freshly cut, treated so berries and leaves 
will not drop during holidays 


Pocked in gift boxes (Shipped prepaid) 
No. 1 box 20 x 9 x 4 $3.00; No. 2 
box 24 x 10 x 4% $3.95; No. 3 box 
30 x 12 x 6 $7.00; Sample box $1.50 
Send for illustrated folder 


N. VAN HEVELINGEN, Growers 


“- 





BOX 5076-H PORTLAND 13, OREGON 
CS AAs 
jeeps  AZALEAS 





‘ 
tee 
Pig, gts 


Send for FREE Catalog 


TEN OAKS NURSERY 
& GARDENS INC. 


CLARKSVILLE 5, MARYLAND 
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READERS’ 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


Would I injure my yew, arborvitae and 
pieris plants if I cut pieces from them just 
before Christmas for decoration use? 


pieces of these and 
other plants for Christmas 
decoration will in no hurt 
your plants. In fact, with most plants 
of this kind, a little trimming or prun 


ning is needed from time to time, and 


Cutting 
evergreen 


use Way 


many wise gardeners acquire the habit 
of doing it at Christmas time. In this 
way, they have a fresh and abundant 
supply of greens with which to dec 
orate. Be careful, of course, not to cut 
too much so as to leave large and ob- 
jectionable holes. 


What kinds of Christmas trees keep best 
in a warm living room? I want to keep 
mine two weeks. 

Among the Christmas trees, the bal- 
and Douglas firs have the best 
lasting qualities, for they keep their 
needles indoors for two or three weeks. 
Balsam fragrant needles, set in 
rows of twos, which not stab the 
hand. The Douglas fir, which can be 
distinguished by its long, pointed red 
buds, also has soft which do 
not stab the hand. Avoid spruce, espe- 
cially Norway, their needles 
drop soon after brought into a warm 
[heir pointed with 
stripes of white dots on each side, prick 
the fingers. 


Sam 


has 


do 


needles 
because 


room. needles, 


I received a beautiful cyclamen plant 
last Christmas which did not last long, be- 
cause I did not know how to care for it. 
What attention does it need? 


With proper care, a large cyclamen 
plant with many buds will last for sev 
eral months, and even though its leaves 
may turn yellow, its many small buds 
will continue to open to the end. To 
make your plant last a long time, 
keep it in the coolest part of the house, 
where the night temperature is not over 
60 degrees F. Provide sun for a few 
hours a day, but avoid the hot, direct 
sun of a south window. Cyclamen re- 
quires a great deal of water and should 
not be allowed to dry out and wilt. The 
best method is to give a little water sev- 


eral times a day, but be certain that 
the pot does not rest in water that 
tends to collect in the saucer. When 


removing faded flowers, pull them gen- 
tly with the finger tips instead of cut 
ting back with a scissors. When using 
scissors, a piece of stem remains which 
rots and the bulb to rot, 
especially if the plant is kept overwa- 
tered. 


may Cause 








To Preserve The Beauty- 
To Stop Needle Drop --- 


To Extend The Life Of 
Your Christmas Tree -- 


WILT-PRUF nf 
fe , 0" FIRST . 


Just one Wilt-Pruf 
spray 







needle- 
retaining 
tree! 





@ reduces 
drop, by 
moisture’ in 







fire- 





@ provides a 
resistant tree! 






wreaths, 
well as 

green, 
ap- 





@ gives 
ropings as 
your tree a 
fresh, lustrous 
pearance’ 


















Wilt-Pruf is liquid plastic that forms 
a thin colorless film when sprayed. 
It's so easy to use, so economical 






you'll be delighted with its many uses 
both during 
the 






indoors and outdoors 


Yuletide 






entire season 









Winter Protection! One coat- 
ing of Wilt-Pruf applied 
to evergreens replaces 
unsightly burlap as a 
protective against win- 
ter burn and sun scald. 
Wilt-Pruf allows you 
to enjoy the beauty of 
evergreen plants all 
year ‘round. 




















No mess no drip 
comes in a _ handy 
reusable plastic spray 
bottle. 
Price - 








6 oz. $1.00 






Quart Size of 


Concentrate 
(when 
> with 
f makes 







diluted 
water, 
160 ozs. 
or 20 to 30 re- 
fills. for plastic 
spray bottle) 


Price $3.50. 
















garden, supply 
us directly 
order in 
bottle to: 


Aviailable 
dealer 
Or send your che I 


eluding '35¢] postage for 


NURSERY SPECIALTY PRODUCTS, Inc 


write 
moneys 
each 








Croton Falls, New York 


POSEY BOARDS 


dark wood bases for flower or 

irrangements 

$4.50 
tdd $.50 Wesi 


t: Mrs. Robert Barton’s Garden 


Hand-carved, 
fruit 
20’’ x 11 
Set $7.00 


14°” x 9” 


of Mississt1 


$3.50 
bi 

Found on 

Shop, 75 Grat 


te St Foxboro las 





wa 
\o 
~“) 
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FOR YOUR 


GARDEN 


Perfect for an old fashioned Christmas 
Ss 4 3 
» ~ 


season, these crystal bowls are filled 
THE KISSING BELL 

This gold wire mesh bell is a glamorous one 
with gold beads in graduated sizes, topped with 
a lush red velvet bow. Hangs from its own 
special hook. Fill it with mistletoe to add 
gaiety to your holidays. Decorative for man- 
tles or table arrangements. Height, 7”. $2.75 


A $2 KozaK 
DRYwashes Your Car 
50 to 100 Times FREE! 





eans autos fast and easy. The original 
auto DRYwash. 10 million sold. Hun 
dreds of unsuccessful imitators for 30 
vears! Use with equal success on Cadillac 73 a. . P : 
priceless antique Removes dirt, pol PARTRIDGE BERRY BOWL 
hes, cleans, saves time, work, money 


No water needed. Safe, protects finish 
Takes a few seconds, save entire cost on 


first use. And you must be astonished cle with red partridge berries, rattlesnake 
lighted, tickled pink, or keep it and get ala bs ‘ ‘ 
: ante ’ sissewa, ns, ag ’ 
your money back by return mail. “7 mage popes "T ~ go t a 
otne OSses. ese raditiona INCW 
SPECIAL: 


England offerings, topped with perky 
red silk bows, will be welcome gifts for 
friends or your home. They retain their 
primeval beauty through late spring. 
Either bowl, with natural history gift 
card enclosed, $5.00 ppd. Arthur E. 
Allgrove, Box 477A, Chelmsford, Mass. 







We'll send big, soft, deer 
postpaid Nmas 
lay your order 
Kozak, $2 each. SI 
4 times longer Delu 

and one SUPER, $7 value 
Plaid kitbag, gloves and SHAM-ET §$1 
extra. ORDER NOW from Kozak, 813 
S. Lyon St., Batavia, N. Y. 














(puy YOUR SEEDS ) 
FROM A SEEDS MAN 


52 years of Service in supplying quality seeds to 
the gardeners of America 

a Have a successful garden in "S7, with every item you plant. Order 

your Seeds from Burnett's 1957, Colored illustrated Seed An- 

nual. Enclose SOc in stamps or coin for this beautiful book — or 

sent FREE with all flower seed orders. 


FLORAL NOVELTIES for 1957 








5 LiSH GIANTS Grow. cama. each, ppd.; $5.00 a pair. Floral Art, P. O. Box 
as the florists’ gree ‘carne 394, Dept. H 12, Springfield, Mass. 
ions. Ma a 
u I $2.00 


SNAPDRAGON Burnett's 

INVERNESS BLEND Our ex 
usive introductio ot giant 

snapdragons. Th 

> : 


e extra-vigorous 
1 


2'%9 to 3 ft. high plants produce . . _ 7 . 

great ‘quantities of” ower nptkes INDOOR GREENHOUSE 

throughout the summer mazing 7 = 

ay Se ee. Re ae See The Greenarium is ideal to help you grow 


and eresting bi-color shades 
Pk $1.00; 3 pki $2.85 
ZINNIA, ORTHA POLKA 
The exciting NEW GIANT form 


amuPrPAnyn < 


orchids, cuttings, seedlings, plants and vege- 
tables, right in your own home. Fits any win- 








Zinaies. The 4. toda, diameter dow, made of strong redwood frame, masonite 
flowers are produced in great pro base, polyethylene plastic sides, transparent 
plants, wonderful stems for cut vinyl front and top, features automatic water- 
sophingaions ts chant’ unbolier- ing. Send for free “Guide to Growing Plants in 
fy Pes 7c an Indoor Greenhouse.” The Greenarium is 

$7. Pkt., $c; 5 pktis 2.35 





priced at $12.95 and $18.95. Satisfaction guar- 





COLLECTION C-12. One pkt 
each of all thre rovelti 
Est. 1905 68-page Catalog $1.00 


anteed. Berkeley 
Street R4, Boston 


Enterprises, 882 Boylston 
16, Mass. 





BURNETT BROS. INC., Dept. C-12 
92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
Phones: BArclay 7-6138 & 7-7829 is 





famR=- Uy 





CHRISTMAS EASE TREE STAND 

This new Christmas Ease tree stand is easily 
set up in minutes without tools—accommodates 
all sizes and shapes of trees regardless of 
branch formation and without need for trim- 
ming, fitting or adapting. Spring tension in the 
base prevents accidental tipping of the tree. 
The 24” size retails at $4.95 and is available 
painted red or cadmium plated. Order from 
Davis, P.O. Box 106-H, Morgan, Pennsylvania. 


ALIVE AND 


AMAZING 

HAVAHART 
TRAP CAN'T 
HAR™M PETS 
& CHILDREN 





Capture raiding rats, coons, squirrels, ete. Take mink, 
coons uninjured. Straying pets, poultry released unhurt. 
Fully guaranteed. No jaws or springs. Rustproof 

HAVAHART, |7)-D Water St., Ossining, N.Y. 


| 
! 
! 
l 
Please send FREE 36-page booklet on trapping secrets. | 
! 
! 





Name— 
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READERS’ 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


How can I starch a small Christmas 
tree to make it white and decorative? 

To starch a Christmas tree, make a 
solution using one-third cup of starch 
quart of boiling water. First 
dissolve the dry starch in one-third 
cup of water before adding all the wa- 
ter in order to prevent from becoming 
lumpy. Stir the solution over the heat 
until it becomes clear, and pour in a 
pan, letting it until for the 
hand. If the tree is small place it on a 
stand, but if large rest it on its side, 
and scoop and scatter the starch over 
it until it becomes saturated. In a stand- 
ing position let it drain and dry. 


to one 


cool safe 


To what use can I put the leftover 
Christmas tree? 

The leftover Christmas tree has many 
uses, particularly if it is fairly firm 
and fresh. One is to cut off branches 
and place them on perennials in ex- 
posed places to act as a winter cover. 
\nother is to spread the branches under 
acid-loving plants, such as azaleas, un- 
til the needles drop, and then remove 


the bare branches. \ third use is to 
place the branches in window boxes 
or tubs, enlivening them with  bitter- 


sweet or other colorful berries. Yet an- 
other is to use the old Christmas tree, 
particularly if it is a fir, as a feeder 
for the birds from which to hang pieces 
of suet, apple, doughnut .and_ other 


morsels. 


What bulbs will flower easily indoors, 
without requiring a long cool-treatment 
period? 

Several tender narcissus will 
under average home conditions in peb- 
bles or sand and water. Most popular 
are the paper whites, the Chinese sa- 


grow 


cred lily and the vellow Soleil d’Or. 
Hyacinths are satisfactory if given a 
month or six weeks start in a_ cool 
place, such as a cellar, garage or un- 


heated sunroom or attic room. Graceful 
are the Roman hyacinths, which toler- 
ate more heat. Consider also the multi- 
flora hyacinths, because they send up 
eight to 10 slender spikes from one 
bulb. All hyacinths do better in soil, 
but will flower in water in hyacinth 
glasses. Try hybrid amarvllis for 
bloom during the mid-winter months. 
More unusual are veltheimias with at- 
tractive foliage and spiked flowers, as 
well as the many kinds of oxalis. With 
all these, start new bulbs every few 
weeks for a continuous season of bloom. 


December 1956 
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New Cpring Catalog ready tor mailing 
JANUARY 1, 1957 


* 64 pages with over 100 true-to-life color 
illustrations —many never shown before. 

* Exclusive list of our superior MARHIGO 
STRAIN of JAPANESE IRIS including 10 
new introductions for 1957. 

*® An expanded list of modern DAYLILIES 
in the widest and newest color range. 

* For the first time we offer in our 
catalog: Oregon-grown ROSES and 
PEONIES — newest hybrids and time- 
tested varieties. 

*& Selected LILY, DAHLIA and GLADIOLUS 

’ bulbs of proven nationwide merit. 

Even if your garden is still winter- & More of those fabulous DWARF ASTERS, 

bound, feast your eyes on our cata- the darlings of gardeners everywhere. 

an lose ieee *% Other uncommonly beautiful perennial 

We never have enough catalogs. plants including PRIMROSES, TRITOMAS 

e and HELLEBORES. 


Receiving our catalog has become an event for gardeners everywhere. Send us your 
request and for mailing and handling costs, and you will receive this oulstanding 
booklet packed with money-saving collection offers as well as many rare items for the 
connoisseur. If vou have ordered from us during the past year, you'll receive our 
catalog automatically free of charge. 


SPECIAL GET-ACQUAINTED OFFER 


4 New Dwarf Oregon-Pacific Perennial Asters 






Something different for edging and foreground-planting. Hardy, 
not bothered by pests and so easy to grow in any soil and sun 
shine. You'll welcome their vibrant colors during the dull autumn 
days. Height averages 6-12 inches. 

Canterbury Carpet — in vivid Canterbury blue. 

Persian Rose — companion to the above, covered wtih blooms. 
Cameo — shapely plant with opalescent pink flowers. 
Snowball —the best pure white Dwarf Aster to date. 


all 4 for $3.00 


Wadliece Mare Gardens Box 38-H BORING, OREGON 


1 each (4 clumps) 





of the Pudding 


experiences of hobbyists and 
rose events, 


the Society’s semi-annual national meetings. 





o Vear-Round Joy 


This Christmas! 


The ideal gift for gardening friends and rela- 
tives ... membership in the AMERICAN ROSE 
SOCIETY (a non-profit organization of 16,500 
members). Both amateur and expert rose 
growers will enjoy these benefits: 

@ 1957 American Rose Annual. published in’ the 
spring. Cultural articles by national authorities. Proof 
roses tested in 
home gardens. Color illustrations of the new roses. 


comments on new 


e Monthly American Rose Magazine. Profit by the 
professionals. News of 





e Invitations to rose shows, members’ gardens and 


Special Xmas Offer 
Membership for 1957 and the 
1956 American Rose Annual. 

58.00 


e Advice on individual rose problems. 


e Buver’s Guide and Guide for Beginners. 
1956 Rose Annual and mem- 


e Use of extensive lending library. bership for 3 years... . $17.00 


1957 Dues only 45.50 @ Three Years £16.00 


THE AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY 
1018 Roselea Place, Columbus 114, Ohio 


ta 











JIO FIONDINULIUNE 


HE DELLA ROBBIA WREATH il- 


A Wayside Gardens Wreath of Succulents 
WV ? 3 
lustrated opposite) made entirely 


_ ‘ ' ; with succulents, which my wife fash- 
S +: ioned for our front docr last Christ- 
", mas, drew amazing response from all 
Is spring who saw it. In each case, every ad- 
. i GRR mirer wanted to know how to make it. 
d . Ge ‘< + ae ; lo make this succulent wreath, start 
var en i ; es. 4 x : , with an old-fashioned florist’s wire 
ww) yy : yy , frame, packed with sphagnum moss. 
| ° PRS , a” i ¢ When choosing the desired size, re- 
p annin’ us, ae, & 3 ; ; member that the wreath, when fin 
> . « e ? > ished, will be approximately two to 
~ ts ‘ ’ > four inches wider than the original. 
lime : First, line the wreath frame with 
" oe heavy aluminum foil, using more than 
Here it is... Wayside’s new 1957 one layer, if that which you have on 
- Saanlensinadite seul tmabh \ hand _ is not heavy enough. Allow the 
It has everything you could possibly want ‘ foil to extead up on each side to ap 
ppt ng (patie ses + hg ene Imagine : proximately the width of the ring. This 
er |S worthwhile items of fabu : : 

and traditional Wayside quality , border ot foil will be folded over the 

moss, after pressing it into place. 
moss, soak it for a 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG a bigs alagreanainsrhy 


‘ 5 ; few minutes. 
ret your PY ple ise Enclose ¢, COIN OF stamps, to Cover postage an 1 handling costs of . : 
s heavy book. It has no equal ‘y in the thousands of gardeners who rely on Wayside’s water before plac ing the moss in the 


rful catalog as their most complete source of ideas and the finest worthwhile new intro foil-lined wreath. Mound the moss 
jucuons. Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color illustrations anc 1 help » 
ful cultural directions. Over 1800 prize-winning new roses, flowering shrubs slightly all the way around the frame, 
and trees, rare bulbs and hardy Pedigreed plants, that have been grown and and fold down the foil to cover it 
rigidly tested in America’s most carefully supervised nursery To keep the moss and foil firm. tie 
89 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO in place with heavy twine, winding it 
several times around the frame. 

The next step is to work out the 
design. Fasten each succulent firmly in 
place with one or more small, stiff 

‘ by y yaN hairpins. Insert them carefully so they 
CALIFORNTA ROSES will, be inconspicuous and _ will not 
Best for You bruise the plants. Finally, add green 
and green-gold Christmas tree balls, 
ition of the now famous brochure secured with small hairpins. 

ES OF YESTERDAY & TODAY,” The wreath shown opposite required 
about 200 succulents. Although we 
Contains our first original illustrations in color, by a grew these in our garden, they can be 
famous lithographer, and many new rose portraits . 
sai atin meas amtmiiane td aint anita Geille purchased from succulent and cactus 
dealers at a nominal price. After 
Christmas you will find that many will 
have rooted in the moist moss. They 
can be potted up as house plants. 
a deere , eed tbe ene \pproximately 125 pieces of jade 
ee Son ane 88 Mu ILL Til LOTSON’S ROS ES plant Crassula arborescens) were 
B-l WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA used for the background. The design 
was worked out using 12 of each of 
the following: Echeveria glauca (gray 
RHODODENDRON CATAWBIENSE... green), Graptopetalum  paraguayense 
blue-gray), Kalanchoe’ fedtschenkoi 
blue-gray) and  Portulacaria  afra 
variegata, added for accent at the in- 
side top of the wreath. 
m eee Also used were six of each of the 
JAMES R. McGUIRE Route | - Duffield, Virginia following: Sedum adolphi (yellow), 
P.S. WE ARE NOW BOOKING SPRING ORDERS Sedum guatemalense bright red), 
Echeveria harmsi ruby red and 


STURDY, LONG LASTING FEEDER Aeonium haworthi, excellent as an ac- 


New Flowers (Wood Not Plastic) cent. To this were added three Senecio 
Protects Seed For Your a . 
r Illustrated Chickadees-Nuthatch-Titmice (Kleinia) reptans, likewise for accent. 


‘ Approved Ae ORY upon | Any reliable succulent and cactus 

Unusual Flowers from For Places, illustrated on * Ist Seeder $5.85 al ; ier = ‘ , 

interestingly described. Catalog of Seeds — Bulbs— Add" 1 heeder $4.85. Price dealer can easily make substitutes. 
eatherpr ‘ eeder 


Plants, on request. Ask for your copy. Dept. B Ww re, Bow! of d. Window ‘ 
bracket i¢ extra. All Postpaid Tuomas L. HosMER 

MELLOR DOME FEEDER . he 

’ Escondido, Calif. 


| PEARCE SEED co. eye Dept. H Englewood, N. J. 
HORTICULTURE 
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and finest rose crop for 1957 


(coin or slamp to he deducted from rose 


lease send 50 


imd tf oure not hap il the tnvestment, your 


This is a limited edition, We would like you to have a copy. 








o 3 ft. 25 for $25.00. 100 for $75.00 Carload lot of 600 tor $650.00. As Follow- 


Rhododendron Maximum, 2 to 3 ft. 25 ing: 300 Rhododendron Maximum, 3 to 


for $25.00. 100 for $75.00. Canadian Hem- 4 it. 300 Canadian Hemlock, 3 to 4 ft 


lock, 2 to 3 ft. 25 for $25.00. 100 tor $75.00 



































Plants Symbolize Christmas 


r TAKES BUT LITTLE DELVING into the realm of tradition and the storehouse of history to realize that plants 
] plaved a significant part in the first Christmas. Did not the Wise Men bring frankincense and myrrh as gifts 

to the Christ Child? These aromatic resins, noted for their delightful fragrance, are derived from woody plants. 
From the earliest records, we learn of other more familiar plants, which have come to be associated with this 
greatest of festive days. In our desire to carry on this ageless tradition, we seek for new plants to use at Christ- 
mas and novel ways in which to display them. As gardeners, we delight in those that are exotic, but we are 
becoming increasingly aware of the common things that grow in our gardens or along the roadside. Last vear 
Mrs. Thomas Hosmer of Escondido, California, created this wreath of succulents for her front entrance. How 
she made it is told on the opposite page. The pleasure she derived in creating it will be repeated by countless 
millions who will fashion Christmas garlands of many kinds within the next fortnight. And each and every one 
will be a symbol of the Christmas season, as were the frankincense and myrrh nearly two thousand vears ago. 
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Flowers [ Saw in the Bible Lands 


Millicent J. Taylor, Garden Editor, Christian Science Monitor 


WERE TO Go to the Holy 


F YOL 
I Land expecting to see roses 

blooming in the wilderness and 
Faster lilies standing tall and white 
on the shores of the Lake of Gal- 
ilee, you would be taken by surprise. 
Our translated the 
Scriptures botanists. For 
the most part they put into the sa- 
cred texts the and trees 
familiar to them when they trans 
lated Hebrew and Greek names into 
Enelish. 

\ctually, the Holy 
in wild flowers and flowering trees, 
even though they are not the “roses” 
and “lilies” of our English Bible. In 
ancient 


ancestors who 


were not 


flowers 


Land abounds 


the courtyards of mosques 
in Cairo and Damascus, marigolds, 
vinnias, morning glories, lantana, al- 
thea and hibiscus flourish. 

With the tree-planting program 
under way in most of the Bible 
lands, the pines, tamarisks, eucalyp- 
tus, cedars and other familiar trees 
are now holding their own on hills 
that have been long barren. Thus, 
this hallowed landscape is being re 
stored to its one-time wooded beauty. 

When Isaiah prophesied that the 
desert rejoice and “blossom 
as the when Flijah in the 
wilderness sat under a “juniper tree” 
and when Jesus advised his listeners 
to consider the “lilies of the field”, 
these were not the flowers and trees 
that we of the western world know 


would 


rose, 


by these names. 

If vou want to see flowers in the 
Holy Land, time your visit with the 
winter rains—November to April. 
Even with the widespread irrigation 
tree-planting projects going 
courageously forward, the land in 
modern Israel and elsewhere is still 
rock-ribbed and barren, for the sum- 
mer months are incredibly hot and 
With Novevember, however, 
come the rains’. Ther in 
truth the mountains and the hills 
“break forth into singing” and all the 
trees of the field “clap their hands.” 

Carpets of wild flowers swiftly 
clothe bleak hillsides; trees come into 
dotted with 
ancient re- 


and 


dry. 
“tormer 


become 
but 


fields 


This 


flower; 
bloom. 
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small 


gion includes mountain and valley, 
desert and swamp land, rich coastal 
plain and the steaming “jungle” of 
the lower Jordan. Nowhere else in 
the world, in the same amount of 
space, is there such a wide variety of 
verdure—from tropical to alpine. 

My introduction to the hundreds 
of flowers I was to see came in the 
bunches of fragrant polyanthus nar- 
cissus, which little brown-eved Arab 
bovs sold along the roadsides. We 
had just arrived in Beirut from 
Cairo, and had made our way down 
the Mediterranean coast to Biblical 
[vre and Sidon. 


Bunches of fragrant polyanthus narcis- 
sus are sold by boys along roadsides 


the foothills of the Leba- 
nons—now alas almost devoid of 
their ancient cedars of Lebanon— 
rise steeply along the shore. Barren, 
except where young tamarinth and 
pine have been planted by thou- 
sands in reclamation projects, they 
are dotted with clumps of these 
charming flowers, often growing out 
of rocky clefts. 

Evervwhere in the Holy 
Narcissus tazetta growing 
favorite since Old Testa- 
ment days, it is cherished for its 
sweetness and abundance. Bunches 
in water glasses filled my hotel room 
with perfume wherever I stayed, 
while they were a joy on tables in 
hotel dining rooms. Its name _ is 
translated as “rose” in Isaiah and 


Here, 


Land, I 


found 


wild. A 


the Song of Solomon, but elsewhere 
it may be one of the “lilies.” 

It was not long before we saw 
leaves of the mountain tulip, another 
prolific wild flower, also translated 
“lily” and “rose” and even “rose of 
Sharon” in the Bible. Still blooming 
on the broad Plain of Sharon, its 
lovely cup is pale green outside, but 
crimson within. This flower is also 
cultivated in private gardens there. 

Lebanon is the fruit basket of the 
Middle Fast. Along the coast, with 
the deep blue of the Mediterranean 
bevond, the are green with 
banana, apricot, orange, lemon and 
grapefruit groves. As we stopped at 
colorful roadside stands to eat fresh- 
ly picked tangerines dripping with 
juice, the fragrance of the blossom- 
ing trees was deliciously sweet. 

Spread over the sides of the hills, 
too, were the gray-green olive groves, 
which were bearing their precious 
fruit. An olive tree is said never to 
die, for it sends up new shoots from 
century-old roots. In the Garden of 
Gethsemane, there are several which, 
according to tradition, date from the 


shores 


time of Jesus. 

Men, women and children were 
everywhere harvesting the olives ex- 
actly as described in the Old Testa- 
ment. While some would climb the 
trees and knock the olives down by 
shaking them, others would gather 
them into huge baskets. Workers 
resting for lunch in the shade pre- 
sented indeed a pastoral scene suit- 
able for a Biblical painting. 

North of Beirut, near ancient 
Byblos, I saw the arum lily, similar 
to our cultivated calla. These wild- 
ings, hiding in hedgerows and car- 
peting stretches of roadsides, 
reminded me of our woodland jack- 
in-the-pulpit. Later, in Greece, I was 
to stand among hundreds in a 
mountain field near Corinth. The 
color of this curious flower is light 
green, with broad, vertical brown 
stripes and the quaint spadix, the 
“preacher” in the pulpit. 

[here are many lily-like flowers 
in this part of the world. When 

See page 616 
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Anemone—the “Lily of the Fields” 


HAT IS THE TRUE “lily of the fields”? This question has been asked often, but generally accepted is the 
colorful little poppy anemone, or Palestine anemony or wildflower, which grows and blooms in gay 
abandon in the open fields of the Mediterranean world. Of all the flowers of the Holy Land this is per 

haps the most conspicuous, spreading itself like a Persian carpet in the brightness of the spring sunshine. Red, 
yellow, blue, lavender, purple and white flowers, set among finely divided leaves, average about two inches across 
in the wild species, but the blooms of the gorgeous hybrids, such as we see in the above photograph, often meas 
ure as much as five or six inches across. Where winters are not too severe, this small bulb is hardy out-of-doors, 
but in colder regions it is a subject for cool plant rooms or home greenhouses. This composition by Mrs. Chester 
Cook, combining anemone with podocarpus and ferns, shows how attractively they look in flower arrangements. 
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\RDENERS do not need paints 
to make a picture. With a 
palette of living plants, they 
can paint a memorable composition, 
drawing from a wealth of material 
that is both old and new. With small 

time, effort and 
kinds of fascinating 


expenditure — of 
money, many 
house plants can be used to compose 
this masterpiece. 

Among the plants to use are the 
many kinds of begonias. In size these 
varv greatly so that some are dwarts, 
while others are giants with leaves 
a foot or more wide. Exceeding, 
popular are the colorful rex begonias, 
with their leaves marked with silver, 
purple, red, turquoise and other 
hues. Hundreds of varieties of this 
begonia are available which require 
the same culture as other fibrous; 
rooted kinds. In the summer, how- 
ever, strong sunlight will burn the 
leaves. 

For begonias use a soil composed 
of two parts good garden loam, one 
part leafmold, one part sharp sand 
and one-half part or more of well- 
rotted or dehydrated cow manure, 
with a generous sprinkling of char- 
coal. 

Though the leaves of other fibrous- 
rooted kinds are less spectacular in 
color, they have a wide diversity of 
size and form. Then, too, the blos- 
soms are often more important. Give 
them the same soil mixture and the 
same cool, semi-shady spot out-of 
doors in the summer. Either plant 
them in the ground or leave them 
in their pots. 

Window gardeners who are fond 
of variegated foliage will like the 
calla lily begonia. A sport of the 
wax or semperflorens type, it has 
unfolding pure white leaves, which 
resemble tiny calla lily blossoms. 
Older leaves are only _ partly 
variegated. 

To grow this begonia successfully, 
keep it from damping off or rotting 
at the soil line, brought on by over- 
watering. To test the soil for mois 
ture, thrust vour forefinger into it 
about a half inch, and add water 
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aint a Picture with 





Bess Shippy, St. Petersburg, Florida 


only when the soil is on the dry 
side. Always make sure that no ex- 
cess water remains in the saucer. 
Clay pots require water more often 
than vlazed containers, and small 
plants need daily checking. 

There is always space for inter- 
esting vines, such as Cissus discolor, 
a dainty grower with acute heart- 
shaped leaves, reddish beneath, 
green above and lightly streaked with 
silver between the principal veins. 








NS 
L ny 





1. Parthenocissus henryana 2. 
Episcia Lady Lou 3. Campan- 
ula isophylla 4. Rex begonia 
Dew Drop 5. Ivy geranium Sun- 
set 6. Fancy-leaved geranium 
7. Calla lily begonia 8. Begonia 
multiflora hybrid 9. Kohleria 10. 
Fancy-leaved geranium 11. Bro- 
wallia speciosa major 12. Zebrina 
pendula 13. Campanula isophylla 
alba 14. Crossandra undulaefolia 


Parthenocissus heuryana has showy 
five-fingered leaves, purplish beneath 
and marked with white above. These 
two vines prefer a soil mixture con- 
sisting of two parts peat or well- 
rotted compost, one part loam, plus 
a fair proportion of gritty sand. 

The plain green wandering jew 
or inch-plant (Tradescantia flumin- 
ensis) is well known, but more at- 
tractive is its relative, Zebrina pen- 





ouse Plants 










dula, which is well suited for hang- 
ing pots. Its striped leaves, purple 
beneath, are green and purple, with 
a frosty over-lay. Another tradescan- 
tia with a similar leaf is T. reginae, 
an upright kind that makes an easy- 
to-grow house plant. 

Among flowering vines, those that 
bloom profusely in proportion to the 
amount of foliage seem to be most 
preferred. Star of Bethlehem (Cam- 
panula isophylla) is a perfect exam- 
ple. Though very dainty, it spills a 
veritable cascade of large white or 
blue star-shaped flowers over its con- 
tainer until it is almost concealed. 
Culture is simple, though plants like 
a rather rich soil on the sweet side, 
since they come from limestone re- 
gions, plus good drainage. 

Geraniums are never out of favor. 
Since first discovered over 200 years 
ago, they have been cherished by 
gardeners in various parts of the 
world. While we call to mind most 
easily the large flowered zonal or 
garden type of the florist, there are 
enough different kinds to make col- 
lecting a lifetime work, or perhaps, 
a “life hobby.” Especially prized are 
those with leaves that are highly col- 
ored with rings or blotches. Also de- 
sirable is the ivy geranium, with its 
characteristic ivy-shaped leaves. 

I recall excellent geraniums grown 
by farm women who simply went 
out and filled their pots with what- 
ever soil was available. With the in 
crease in nematodes and other soil- 
borne insects, it is better to give 
more attention to soil mixtures. This 
can consist of one part heavy loam, 
one part sharp, coarse sand, one part 
humus from the compost pile, plus a 
3-inch potful of superphosphate to 
each bushel of mixture. To a five- 
inch pot of soil, this would be a 
teaspoon of superphosphate. 

Che first crossandra I saw several 
vears ago so impressed me with its 
beautiful Newport-pink flowers and 
shining, dark evergreen leaves that | 
did not rest until I had secured a 
couple of plants. Since then I have 

See page 612 
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Floliday Decorations 
Lor the Festive Scason 





Arrangements on these two pages are the work of the following mdi- 
riduals and organizations: Mrs. Theodore Southack, Mrs. R. C. Dixon, 
Mrs. John Albus, Mrs. Douglas Chandler, Mrs. Chester Cook, Mrs. E. B. 
Prettyman, Mrs. Northcutt Ely, Community Garden Club of Hamilton 
and Wenham, Boston School of Flower Arrangement, Richmond Vir- 
ginia, Council of Garden Clubs, National Capitol Garden Club and New 


England Farm and Garden Association. 


Arborvitae wreath with dried 
fruits provides setting for madonna 


Classical style wreath of dried cones and seed pods Graceful evergreen swag adorned with cones and nuts 


Green and dried materials 


Grapefruit Christmas tree with 
used dramatically in door swag 


gilded cones and ivy leaves Christmas tree made of broad-leaved ever- 


greens can be decorated with trinkets 
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1. Decorated formal box- 


wood tree 


2. Swag decorated with 
artificial fruit 


3. Cones and nuts add 
richness to wreath 

4. and 5. Modern swags 
for contemporary decor 


6. Green and cones make 
10-pointed star 


7. Star made entirely of 
small cones 


8. Elongated table or 
mantel arrangement 


9. Pair of table decora- 
tions made of gilded nuts 
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Upper left: Swag featuring sheaf of wheat, 
millet or broom corn and gourds. 


Upper right: White arrangement using ca- 
talpa branches sprayed with flat white 
paint and commercial snow. Poinsettia 
made of painted magnolia leaves. 


Lower left: Holly wreath made on mossed 
frame keeps fresh and green. 


Center: Turkey silhouette made of leather- 
leaf viburnum and ginkgo leaves. Many 
other kinds of leaves may be utilized. 


Lower right: Della Robbia type wreath 
decorated with colorful artificial fruits. 





This gift shop provided a novel setting for the Christmas show of the 





Community Garden Club of Hamilton and Wenham. 


Christmas Gifts for Gardeners 


GREENHOUSE all your 
Christmas might 

seem like a pipe dream to 
vou, but 
who will receive a small greenhouse 
gift for Christmas. Since this 
is the season when exchanging pres- 
ents is the order for the day, it is 
particularly pleasant to give or re- 


HOME 
own for 
there home 


are gardeners 


for a 


ceive something that is practical and 
useful. 

\ctually, it is no problem to find 
vifts for friends who garden. In fact, 
the field is unlimited and so too is 
the price range. Even more to the 
point, items may vary in size from a 
packet of seeds or a gift certificate 
suitable for stuffing into a stocking, 
all the way to a sizeable piece of 
equipment like a power mower or a 
sprinkler system. 

Practical garden tools, like trow- 
els, digging forks, shovels, rakes, cul- 
tivators, plant foods and a host of 
other items will bring forth many a 
chuckle on Christmas morning. Yet 
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there will also be gratitude in the 
recipient’s heart for those who were 
practical enough to buy something 
that was really needed. 

I know one gardener who received 
a steel trowel as a Christmas gift 
more than 10 years ago. While he is 
apt to be a bit careless with his other 
gardening equipment, he 
cleans the trowel and polishes it be- 


always 


fore he puts it away. When he does, 
he unconsciously thinks of the 
thoughtful friend who presented it 
to him. 

Garden bouoks, on every conceiva- 
ble phase of America’s most popular 
hobby, are coming forth from the 
presses these days in great numbers. 
Many of them are distinctive for 
their new and down-to-earth ap- 
proach to the problems of the Amer- 
ican gardener, and the list of titles 
from which to choose extends into 
the hundreds. 

However, there are some very spe- 
cial volumes higher in price than 


most, which some gardeners will par- 
ticularly cherish, 

they might not be 
some of these more costly items when 


espec ially since 


inclined to buy 
there is need for 
equipment in the home 
Many outstanding books 
viewed and featured in the Novem 
ber and December issues of Hort1 
CULTURE to help you select from a 
wide variety of titles on nearly every 
phase of gardening. 

Containers for flowers and plants, 
boxes of greens, cones, holly and oth 


new plants and 
garden. 


are re 


er decorations, as well as an unlim 
ited number of gadgets, can be found 
in the pages of HORTICULTURE. 
Flowering and foliage plants are 
always appropriate. So, too, are gift 
certificates from our leading nursery- 
men and seedsmen. These may be 
ordered for practically any amount, 
and nothing can be more fitting than 
a collection of roses, a selection of 
lilies or an outstanding specimen 
tree, an evergreen or flowering type. 
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Their Hearts Were [n It 


Sylvia Davidson Oakes, Burlington, Vermont 


NE MORNING back in 1880, 

Mr. Wilks, Vicar of Shirley 

in England, noticed among a 
patch of wild field poppies one with 
a very narrow edge of white. 

He marked it and saved the seed 
and, the following vear, out of 200 
plants, he noted that four or five of 
the flowers were edged. The best of 
were marked and_ the 
saved. This continued for 
vears, with the result that the flowers 
developed a larger infusion of white 
to tone down the red until, finally, 
they became pale pink. One was even 


these seed 


several 


absolutely white. 

Mr. Wilks then set himself to 
change the black central portions of 
the flowers to vellow or white. I inally 
he fixed a strain with petals varving 
in color from brightest scarlet to pure 
white, with all shades of pink be 
tween. All had vellow or white stam 
ens, anthers and pollen, and a white 
colorful 


Thus born the 


Popp ‘ 


base. was 


Shirley 


All Over the World 

As Mr. Wilks 
name may have 
throughout the world as secretary of 
the Roval Horticultural Society, but 
my Shirley Poppies are even more 
widely known, and that far more de- 
servedly for there is no coun- 
try under the sun (except perhaps 
Patagonia and Tibet) to which I 
have not sent seeds gratuitously 
and I am told that in the 
streets of Yokohama and of Rio, of 
Vancouver and of Melbourne, of 
Paris, Shanghai and Berlin, of Cai- 
ro, Philadelphia, and Madrid, Shirley 
Poppies are freely advertised for 


wrote, “My 
known 


later 
become 


sale. 

Poppies, pinks and 
sweet william and rosemary, prim- 
roses, fuchsias and snapdragons— 
all have come down to us from the 
earth-stained hands of our ancestors. 
For the beautiful hybrids we know 
today are the result of experiments 
19th century by 
fanciers as they 


lavender, 


begun during the 
patient amateurs, 
were called, with a passion for per- 
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fection. Miners, silver- 
smiths, glass-workers, maiden aunts 
and clergymen, working usually with 
homemade contrivances in cottage 
or rectory or “high Hall” garden, 
somewhere in the old country, were 
the florists of the past. 

One of the best-known was Miss 
Gertrude Jekyll, who worked about 
the same time as Mr. Wilks. An 
English artist, who was, perhaps, the 
first gardener to concentrate on har- 
mony of color in flower gardens, Miss 
Jekyll spent perfecting the 
Munstead primrose, named for her 


weavers, 


years 


home. 
in florists’ 
the vellow, 
bunch-flowered or polvanthus type, 
with a deep vellow eve. 

\bout her primroses, Miss Jekvll 
wrote, “The big vellow and white 
bunch delightful 
room flowers, beautiful, and of sweet 
est scent. When full grown the flow- 
and 


This is the primrose we see 
windows in the spring, 


white or cream-colored 


Primroses are 


er-stalks are ten inches long 
more. Among the seedlings there are 
certain number that are 
These are pounced upon 


they show their bloom, 


alwavs a 
worthless. 


as soon as 


and cut up for greenery to go with 
the cut flowers, leaving the root-stalk 


Old-time pinks 


with its middle foliage and cutting 
awav the roots and any rough out 
side leaves.” 

\nother Ireland 
this time, the Reverend Denis Knox 
of Virginian Rectory, was very well- 
known around 1902 for his double 
sweet-rockets. This is a plant that 
deserves to be better known = and 
vrown in this country. We find single 


clergyman, in 


varieties growing wild around aban 
and in old 
form is far 


doned farms vardens, 
but the double 
known. 
Sweet-rocket was a favorite plant 
in England since Tudor days, but 
the double variety in white, purple 


and ruby-red was particularly choice, 


less 


because it could not be grown from 
Mr. Knox spent 30 
searching for the true old lilac varie 
tv, and found it finally in a neglected 
cottage garden. 


seed. vears 


Double Sweet Rockets 

\t that time, he had six varieties 
in his garden and spoke of growing 
the old double white and lilac rock- 
ets to a length of 24 inches in the 
spike. He gave them a rich moist 
soil, well-enriched with plenty of old 
cow manure and lime rubble, divid 
ing and replanting them in new soil 
everv two vears. He also removed all 
the side shoots for greater length ot 
terminal spike. Then came the Ist 
World War, and the old double 
sweet-rockets became lost to cultiva- 
tion. For vears they were unknown, 
even in Ireland and Scotland, where 
they had been grown to perfection. 

Now, at last, in England, a stock 
has been available. These 
plants are described as easily-grown 
and beautiful, with an exquisite 
scent. In fact, thev are said to be the 
most perfumed of all 
night-scented flowers. 

Che old laced pink was a flower 
supremely favored in all the manu 
districts of the British 
19th century. Its culti 
vation was the chief jov and solace 
of the weavers of Paislev, Scotland, 

See page 614 


made 


deliciously 


facturing 
Isles in the 
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Picture with House Plants 
From page 605 


seen some with red and orange flow 
ers, as well as white. Since the blossoms 


keep opening from the top, they al 
ways appear in fresh condition. 
Here in Florida, we grow crossan 


dras outdoors as tender shrubs, but in 
colder climates they are house plants. 
lo pot, use one part sharp sand, two 
parts loam, one part leaf mold or hu 
mus, 2 part dried cow manure, plus 
one five-inch flower potful of boremeal 
to each bushel of the mixture. Cuttings 
root freely at anv time of year. 

\t a small flower show I attended in 
North Carolina last summer, I admired 
a single specimen of browallia, becaus« 
covered with 
flowers 
do not 
answer 


Start 


and 
be I] shaped 


it was well grown 
bright lavender, 

Then I asked myself why more 
annual. The 


earlier 


this lovely 
that it 


annuals, tor it is easy to 


vrow 
mav be needs an 
than most 


vrow once started. 
The Desirable Browallia 
:void setting browallia 


since they branch 
if you prefer plants 


In the garden 
plants too close! 
and require space 
more compact than the one in the pic 
pinch three times during the sea 
son. As cut flowers they are long last 
ing and plants can be potted for the 
window garden at the end of the sea 
son. One of the most outstanding va 
rieties is Browallia speciosa major. 

No house plant in modern times has 
with storm as 
Those 


ture, 


swept the nation such 
the African violet. 
grew a plant before became intrigued 
with this so-called “violet” and started 
to collect varieties. Hvbridists, both 
amateur and professional, responded to 
the fever by producing new varieties by 


Ww ho never 


the hundreds. 
Starting with the 
blue today there are 
in many colors and shades, including 
pink, orchid, red, light and dark blue 
[The doubles, which include 


purplish 
varieties 


single 


species, 


and white. 


the fringed varieties, are justly popu 
lar. Some with more luxuriant - and 
thicker foliage have been designated 


supremes”, while those with fancy ser 


rated leaves are known as “girls”, such 
as Orchid Girl and Purple Girl. There 
are even miniatures for those with a 
leaning for small plants or who lack 
space for larger kinds. 

For healthy plants, certain cultural 
practices are 
sterilized soil. For small amounts, treat 


with boiling water or bake in the oven. 


needed. One is to use 


I use a large roasting pan 
in the oven for small amounts and 
maintain the which should be 
slightly moist, at a temperature of 190 
degrees for half an hour. This I check 


Personally 


soil, 
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with a candy thermometer. Avoid high- 
er temperatures, since they destroy the 
necessary beneficial bacteria. 

For larger amounts, use soil steriliz- 
ers out-of-doors, according to directions 
\lways add fertiliz- 

Use boiling water 


on the containers. 
ers after sterilizing. 
to sterilize pots. 

[he tremendous popularity of Afri 
can violets has stimulated interest in 
other plants belonging to the gesneriad 
family, such as episcias, streptocarpus 
and kohlerias. The par- 
ticularly striking with their colored fo- 
liage in tones of copper, bronze, silver, 
as well as green and combinations of 
these colors. Most are trailing in habit, 
but they are sometimes grown on totem 


episcias are 


poles or bark supports. 
\lthough in general the 
the same as for African violets, episcias 
must be 
and 


culture is 


more tender and 
carefully protected from drafts 
temperatures lower than 60 
which are definitely injurious. 
streptocarpus 


are slightly 
degrees, 


[The common name of 
These large-leaved 


but generally 


Is Cape 
plants are low growing, 


primrose. 


send up comparatively tall stalks of 
showy flowers, tubular in shape and 
blue, lilac or pink in color. They thrive 
in any rich soil or compost and may 


be readily increased by division or by 
seeds. 

Kohlerias, called 
are natives of the American 
They are upright, rather hairy plants, 
a foot or two tall, bearing reddish or 
orange flowers at the axils or the tips 


of the well-grown 


formerly isolomas, 


tropics. 


small branches. .\ 


kohleria will remain in good condition 
two months or more if not over-watered 
and if protected from chilling. With 
their bright cheerful flowers, they are 
Christmas 
can be 


especially appropriate at 
time. The creeping rhizomes 
dried off and repotted after the plant 
has been eased into dormancy. 


New Rose Society Editor 

James P. Gurney, Executive Secre 
tarv of the American Rose Society, has 
announced the appointment of Frank 
H. Abrahamson as Editor of Publica 
tions for the. “American Rose Maga 
zine” and the “American Rose Annual”. 
Mr. Abrahamson, who is a graduate of 
Colorado A. & M. College and holds 
a master’s degree from the Univ. of 
IIlinois, Fred J. Nisbet, 
who has been appointed Superintendent 
of the Biltmore Estate at Asheville, 
N. ¢ 


succeeds Dr. 


Rose Society Officers 

Recently elected officers for the 
\merican Rose Society for 1957 are 
president, Fred W. Walters, La Can 
ada, Calif.; vice-president, John R. 
Patterson, Moline, Ill.; treasurer, M. I 
Noggle, Circleville, Ohio; executive sec 
retary, James P. Gurney, Columbus, 
Ohio. New directors include: John 
Louis Hanssen, Davenport, la.; Carl A. 
Johnson, Buffalo, N. Y.; Robert E. Law 
ton, Cincinnati, Ohio; C. H. Lewis, 
Salem, Ohio. 
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MENS + 6S addeentne eens $2.95 


by Emma Cyphers—Fascinating, exciting book, for 


arrangers and homemakers who love to decorate 
illustrations to 


with flowers. 106 guide you in 


naking arrangements for every occasicr 128 


pages 


2. THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM 


GARDEN BOOK.......$5.95 


Donald Wyman—Gardeners who enjoy 


will find this book about 


by Dr 
grcwing woody plants 


America's Greotest Garden of immense value 
3. LANDSCAPING PLANS FOR 
SMALL HOMES........ $2.00 


by Ralph Bailey 
otes to aid the home gardener in att 


Planting plans, ideas, and helpful 
zining well 


designed grounds 


4. CHRISTMAS MAKE-IT BOOK 
$2.50 


by Barbara the whcle 


Ages 


Baer—Delightful gift for 


family 10 and up will enjoy making these 
exciting decorations, gifts and ornaments. Hundreds 


of clever ideas, fun for all. 9O drawings, 25 photos 


5. FLOWER ARRANGING FOR 
GE Hi sc 808085580 $2.75 


by Virginia S. Marshall 
of the art of flower arranging written for youngsters 
Well illustrated. 


A delightful presentatior 





BOOK 





ARRAN” 


Vining 
Mong 


Vay all 
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FOR LASTING PLEASURE— 


Why Not Give 


GARDEN | 
BOOKS 


his Christmas 


6. WINTER-HARDY AZALEAS AND 
RHODODENDRONS.... $3.00 


by Clement G. Bowers—A compact little book on 
the choicest of woody plants for home gardens 


Extensive ‘ist of varieties, 17 illustrations. 


7. THE GUIDE TO ROSES. .$5.95 


by Bertram Park—International rose manual by 
great English authority. Describes over 1350 roses 
in England, France and U. S. Tells 
latest, best ways tc have success. 64 color plates, 


in commerce, 


320 pages 


8. GREENHOUSE GARDENING 
AROUND THE YEAR...$3.75 


Helpful, stimulating and practi- 
Tells in 
blocming 


by Marion Dulles 
cal for all amateur greenhouse gardeners 
detail, 
plants every day in the year. 195 pages. 


9. ORCHIDS FOR HOME AND 
EN So rde cercmacn $2.95 
by T. A. Fennell, Jr.—Orchid is today's 


fastest growing hobby. This profusely illustrated 
practical, complete volume contains all facts neces- 


month by month, how to have 


culture 


sary to enjoy this rewarding hobby. 


10. WHAT’S NEW IN GARDENING 
$3.50 


by Dr. P. P. Pirone—For every gardener. Explains 
modern way to make gardens beautiful. Brings 
you up-to-date on all plants, material, equipment 


and methods. By foremost authority. 


11. AN EASY GUIDE TO COLORFOR 
FLOWER ARRANGERS $2.50 


Magnificently illustrated reference, explains the 
practical aspects of color behavior. Makes a diffi 
cult subject easily understandable. Useful gift for 
every flower arranger, garden clubber, exhibitor 


and florist 
12. WINDOW-BOX GARDENING 
$4.50 


by Harry Teuscher—First complete guide on culture 
of plants for boxes, tubs, urns and hanging baskets 
Shows how to beautify homes and cther buildings, 
year around. Culture on hundreds of different plants. 
180 pages. 







\ 


, 
i 


e— 
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13. HERBS—HOW TO GROW 
THEM AND USE THEM. .$3.00 


by Helen N. Webster—Filled with information about 
culture and uses of herbs, it also contains lore, 
history and fascinating pictures. A long-time favorite. 


14. JAPANESE GARDENS. .$8.50 


by Jiro Harada—Japanese gardens are linked 
with centuries of history and culture, all reflect the 
Japanese love of Nature. Every garden lover will 
find each beautiful landscape fascinating and an 
urge to creative experiment. Charming gift book. 
200 illustrations. 


15. MEN AND GARDENS...$5.00 


by Nan Fairbrother—Rare enchanting book, cele- 
brates the enduring place of gardens in man’s life. 
Traces their charming forms and uses in different 
lands and different ages. 272 pages. 


MINIATURE TREES 

$3.95 
by Claude Chidamian—Dworf trees, treasured for 
generations in the Orient, can now be grown by 
gardeners everywhere. Fascinating book tells how 
in detail, reveals “ancient expert's secrets’. 96 pages. 


16. BONSAI: 


17. GARDENING IN A SMALL 

GREENHOUSE .........$4.95 
by Mary Noble and J. Ll. Merkel—How te enjoy 
year-round gardening with surprisingly little time 
and money. This modern guide tells everything you 
need to know about greenhouse gardening. 256 
pages. 


18. THE GARDENER’S TRAVEL 

re .. $1.98 
by E. |. Farrington—Ideal for garden enthusiasts 
who travel and visit gardens. Hundreds of gardens 
and show places listed. Well illustrated. Price re- 
duced from $4.00. 
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Gardening With Bedding Plants 
Bedding Plants. By Roy Genders 

Charles T. Branford Cx Boston 

Vass. 192 pp $3.50 

Gardeners in 
to be 
of garden plants used for bedding ef 
this book 
Many excellent suggestions are 
combinations that 
English 


more 


this country are likely 


surprised by the great variety 


fects in England, where was 
written 
included, especially 
ive a continuous display. The 


apparently are willing to devote 


time to gardening with bedding plants 


than the average American amateut 


Rose Guide 
lue GuIpDE TO 


Park. D. 


Bertram 
Co. Ine 


< 


Roses. By 
Nostrand 


288 


Van 


a5 


Princeton, N. ] 1 
\lthough this book was written in 


pp. $5 


England the author has an international 
well have 
English-speaking 


reputation and may readers 
there are 
What he 
will 


differing 


wherever 


rose growers. writes about 


need to be 
cond 
but 


with 


cultivation methods 
because of 
this 


his descriptions of 1350 varieties 


modified 


tions in and other countries, 


their origins and ratings, may be used 
for reference purposes anywhere. Thx 
list is complete to 1956 and forms an 
plantings 
64 excellent 
instructional 


excellent guide when new 


re to be made. There are 
besides 16 


The 


fragrant roses now 


color plates 
author's assertion that 


than 


illustrations 
there are more 


ever before will be of special interest 


Behind the Scenes 

luk WONDERS OF SEEDS 
Stetferud. Harcourt Brace 
New York. 119 pp. $2.75 
Mr. Stefferud, editor of the Yearbook 

# the U. S. Department of Agr 


has done a 


By \lfred 
& ¢ 


iculture, 


rard 


ners 
littl 
for whom 
thes 
questions 
dithcults 


drawings are by 


matur 
with 


service to 


weli as to children this 


about seeds. If juveniles, 
vas designed, read it first will 

ible to their p 
which the 
in answering. The 


Shirley 


ask irents 


parents will have 


1 
fine 


Briggs. Because it is a pleasant 


medium by which to create interest in 


nature study on the part of young 


ple " the 


612b 


peo 


book 1S highly recommended 


Especially for Amateur Gardeners 
GARDEN AND Lawn Care. By Will 
Peigelbeck. Random House, Neu 

York. 144 pp. $2.95. 

There are so many intormative 
trations in this that they 
provide a rather complete guide to gar 
However, there is ample text, 
ilong with tables and a monthly calen 
dar, making the book verv helpful to 
imateurs, for whom it is particularly 


illus 
book alone 


dening 


designed. Fruits and vegetables are in 


with 


cluded, bulbs, perennials, 


along 
innuals and trees. The format is mod 


ern and unusual 


All About Pinks 

Pinks, and Cultivation Selection. By 
F. R. McQuown. Charles T. Bran 
ford Co., Boston, Mass. 176 pp 
$3.00 
Pinks 

members of the 

author points out, although most pinks 

blood. Gardeners in 

given attention 


carnations are different 
family, the 


and 
dianthus 
contain carnation 


this country have not 
to pinks as they have in England, where 
book Since 
easily-grown and perennials 
seem to offer many 


volume will stimulate interest in them. 


this was written. these 
fragrant 


possibilities, this 


All About Insect Pests 
[ur GARDENER’S BuG Book. By Cyn 
thia Wescott. The 
Guild and Doubleday & 
City, i. 7 pp. $7 
Thousands of gardeners have 
upon Dr. Wescott’s advice since the first 
Bug Book was published in 1946. In 
the meantime she has gained national 
and_ international “plant 
doctor.” So come 


American Garden 
Co. Garden 
599 50. 


relied 


fame as the 


many changes have 


about in recent years, especially in the 
introduction of new and more efficient 
that 


completely rewrite and reset her book. 


insecticides it was necessary to 
therefore, is as up 


\ large book, it con 


This new edition, 


to-date as possible 
illustrations, with some in 


tains many 


full color. Common names are used for 
the benefit of the amateur, but protes 
scientific names will 


I his book be 


workshop. 


sionals who want 


find them in the index. 


longs in every gardener’s 


A Fabulous Life Story 
lLinerty Hype BaiLtey. By Philip 
Dorf. Cornell University Press, Ith 
aca, N. ) 
SO much 
Liberty Hvade 
scholar and an author that it is a pleas 
ure to read about his everyday life. Mh 
Dorft’s informal biography, as he nicel\ 
describes his book, gives a fascinating 
account of his bovhood, his newspaper 
days in Illinois, his courtship, his hob 


259 pp. $3.50. 


has been written about 


Bailey as a scientist, a 


bies, his political experiences and _ his 
travels through many vears and to many 
countries. It tells of a nature 
whic h led him to write a book ot poems 
and an interest in current events which 
inspired “The Holy Earth.” In this sim 


ply written biography one gets close to 


love ot 


the heart of a very great man whose 


humor was unbounded. 


New Rose Edition 

Roses FoR Every Garpen. By Dr. R. 
C. Allen. M. Barrows and Co. Inc 
New York, N. Y. 218 pp. $4.50. 
Dr Allen's name on a book dealing 
that the book 

This particular 


with roses is a vuarantec 
will be worth reading. 

book is a revision of one written several 
vears ago but will be entirely new to 
gardeners of recent date. It covers the 
whole range of rose growing activities 
so thoroughly that no other guide is 
needed. Included are discussions on the 
pleasures and pitfalls of exhibiting and 
a delightful chapter, entitled “Fun with 
Roses.” The illustrations include many 


in full color. 


Year Book from England 

The Rhododendron and Camellia Year 
Book for 1956. Royal Horticultural 
Society, London, England. 167 pp. 
\s usual, the material in 

this year book is of a scientific 

howe ver, 


much of 
nature 
for collectors. Some articles, 
will be of interest to camellia growers, 
especially one on propagation by E. P. 
Knight, director of the R. H. S. 
at W isley. 


gardens 





Books reviewed above may be pur- 
chased from Horticulture’s Book Dept. 
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Frees of the Tropics 


COMMON Exoric TREES OF SouTH 
hroripa. By Mary F. Barrett. Unia 
f Florida Pres Gainesville, Fla. 


#14 pp. $8 50. 

\lthough at first glance this appears 
to be a textbook, it is actually an intro 
duction to the trees of southern Florida, 
which is an of kinds 


from the tropical and sub-tropical re 


open alr Museum 


gions of the world. The author gives 


botanical information about each trec 
in language that is not technical and 
suggests places where they may be seen. 
The book is a scholarly one, vet there 
is nothing about it to frighten the ama 
Not for casual reading, 
and Florida who are 


ested in trees will find this new volume 


residents 
inter 


teur 
visitors of 


extremely informative. 


What To Do 
ANIMAL CONTROL IN Fietp, FARM AND 


Forest. By W. Robert Eaa \Vew ) 


Sma inima f many nds i ” 

I 1 major problem in gardens, parti 
iT in suburban areas, and a practical 
WOK on the Il! control has lor Vv he en 

needed. This volume by Dr. Eadie ( 
known authority on injurious animals 
he need ost adequate I ded 


we} }<“« » ao 4a 48 44 aa 
So ae ae ie ae ae ee 





nurseryman, 


he home rardener the 


} { rr r y 1 
the farmer and forester. this book discusses 


he most destructive pests, including mice 


ind rats, moles, wdchucks, rabbits and 


deer, and tells what to do about them 


Furthermore, D1 


l1Ips to man, 


Eadie explains the ani 


Wilh emphasis 





For Lily Fanciers 

THe Liry Year Book. Published hy 
the Royal Horticultural Society, Lon 
don, Eng. 163 pages. $1.65. 

[his Year Book is dedic ated to Miss 
Isabella Preston, who distinguished her 
self as a hybridist under the Canadian 
government and who has received many 
honors, including two medals from the 
Horticultural Society. 
There is much of value in the book, 
not the least being an exhaustive list 
of American hybrid lilies compiled by 
George L. Slate. Fresh information 
about fritillarias will be useful to those 
growing these fascinating plants. The 
numerous illustrations are excellent. 


\lassachusetts 


Fruit Growing Abroad 
Tne Frerr Year Book. Published hy 
the Royal Horticultural Society, Lon 


don. 131 pages. $1.65. 
It is interesting to find in this Year 
Book that English fruit growers have 


fully as much trouble with birds as do 


the growers in this country 
found in the 


Some sug 


gestions may be chapter 
on methods of dealing with this prob 
lem. It will be noted that the apple Va 
listed as cultivated in England 


different trom those 


ricties 


are entirely grown 


in the United States. In a chapter ce 
voted to Canadian fruit growing, how 
ever, many familiar names will be 
found. The book is well illustrated. 


For Fireside Enjoyment 
Put Worep oF PLAnt Lire. By Clar 
ence J. Hylander. The Macmillan Co. 

New York. 653 pp. $8.95. 

This is a new edition of a_ book 
which has been a standard work sinc« 
1939. In its revised form it remains an 
unusually comprehensive introduction 
to botany on a non-technical plane. It is 
an excellent guide to plant identifica 
tion but it also contains a great amount 
of general information about the fasci 
nating activities which go on within the 
plant kingdom. The author has traveled 
all over America studying plants and 
their environments in order to make 
his book completely accurate. There are 
190 illustrations from photographs and 
more than 700 line drawings. 
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CHARACTERISTICS be 
do each 


ERTAIN 
tray December 
month of the 
month is 


as they 
vear. First, gar 
confined almost 


home, in 


dening this 


exclusively indoors—in the 
the greenhouse, in the 
Second, it is the time to put on winter 
and mulches and to get the gar 
readv for bed. Third, it is 
that much winter 


evergreens, 


sun-heated pit. 


covers 
finally 
the month 


den 
otters 
berries, pods, 
fascinating 


beauty 


branches, twigs and other 
forms and shapes concealed by summer 


greenery. 


Look After Your Trees 
If you have newly-planted trees, fas 
type of support as 


ten them to some 


a protective measure against winter 
winds. Bark which cracks as a 
of alternating warmth from the 
followed by cold, can be protected with 
strips of burlap or raffia paper. Then 
apply a mulch three or four inches in 
thickness to hold in moisture and keep 
the ground around trees from heaving 
freezing and thawing. 
During December, too, prune your es 
removing broken or 
any that rub against 
one another and excessive growth that 
allow air and 


result 
sun, 


as a result of 
tablished trees by 
injured branches, 
will open up trees to 
sunlight to enter next spring. 


for the Birds 


you are, 


Christmas Tree 


\s busy as you will derive 
much delight if you find time 
a Christmas tree for the winter 


grosbeaks, tree 


to set up 
birds 
the juncos, sparrows, 


chickadees, nuthatches and cardinals 
that cheer us with their beauty and an 
tics. Either use a specimen evergreen 
in the 


easily 


garden or set up one in a spot 
favorite 
From the branches of the tree suspend 
pieces of suet, doughnut, banana 
and other fruit, 
filled with melted 
were placed. The 
last you through the 


visible trom a window. 
apple, 


as well as pine cones 
suet in which seed 
Christmas tree will 
long winter and is 


not necessarily intended for the holiday. 


What to Do Indoors 

With the garden finally 
order and bulbs and equipment stored 
in their place, gardening activity be 
comes concentrated almost entirely in- 
First look at your house plants 
what they Should 
they be turnea around or do they need 
svringing and dusting? Do they need 
spraying to kill aphids or scale? During 
the short, dark days of the month plants 
and feeding will only 
stimulate soft, leggy growth that is not 
to be desired. So put it off until later 
when daylight increases. 


placed in 


doors. 


and decide need. 


need to rest, 


Vake Christmas Gay 

[here is much you can do to make 
Christmas gay and festive, using ma 
terials from your own garden and from 
the wild. Pieces of yew, rhododendrons, 
mountain laurel or leucothoe will not 
harm your plants, yet will offer an in 
teresting variety with which to 
rate. Branches from the wild sprayed 
with gold, white or a colored 
material will have endless uses indoors 
and out. Most of all, take a walk 
through woods and fields for berries of 
and other 


deco 


silver, 


hollies, cedar, bayberry 


plants, not to mention seed pods. 


Time for Winter Protection 

Speaking of putting the 
month the various 
\round 
evergreens in ex 


garden to 
tasks 
broad 


bed, by this 
should be completed. 


leaved and needle 
posed places place burlap or boards to 
keep off the sun and wind. Place laths 
evergreens near the house where 
falls from the roof 
boxwood on all sides where it 
from winter injury. Place marsh 
even small leaves as a winter 
around shrubs and_ perennials 


freezing thawing 


over 


snow and cover 
suffers 
straw, 
hay or 
cover 

occurs. 


where and 


Other Chores to Do 

Dutch bulbs and lilies, 
arrived too late, the first chance 
get, even after a thaw if the ground is 
frozen. Mound soil around hybrid tea 
roses and cover with additional material 
just before the ground freezes. Venti- 
late coldframes on pleasant days until 
the ground is thoroughly frozen, then 
mulch and cover the frame with straw 
mats. Store away garden tools, but first 
rub with oil or brush with a rust pre- 
Plant calla lily bulbs 
grow in a sunny 


Some 
Plant which 


you 


venting material. 
rich soil and 
window. 


in a 








wns ann 
lds Suet 
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‘Weathercock feeding 
Station shelters birds 
from wind 





—, THE BIRDS TO AN ALL WINTER CHRISTMAS 


Birds can be seen 
in glass -toppe 
windowsill feeder 


an 


Coconut feeder 
con be filled 
with seed 


en shelf _ 
eder js €asy ——-= 
‘o ‘make 


Fill feeding stick holes 
witi, »2anut butter 
or suety 


~ Provide a Christmas 
tree with ag 
of suet,a 

opcorn, Gonos 
and other morsels 
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Box 915 


GIFT FOR A MAN 


who hasn't got a 


tool house 


you need a tool house. 
le buildings offer better design 
construction, based on 
plus the skill uf 
a care 


better 
years of experience 
master woodworkers who do 
ful, old-fashioned goo There's 
nothing to equal them in attractive 
ness and in real honest value for 
your money. NINE sizes and 
EASY budget terms if desired 


1 job 


styles 


WALPOLE 
WOODWORKERS 


Cedar Fences + small buildings + rustic furniture 
767 EAST STREET, RTE. 27, WALPOLE, MASS. 
Telephone WALPOLE 70, 104 or 830 


234 LOWELL STREET (RTE. 129) 
WILMINGTON, MASS 
Telephone OLIVER 8-494] 


395 Shaker Rd., EAST LONGMEADOW, MASS. 
Telephone LAUREL 5-3349 





FLOWER LOVERS 


The New All-Steel Vio Holda 


PLANT STAND 


ORDER BY MAIll 
$14.95 each 
and postage. (Canada $2.00) 


The 
Original Stand 
with Revolving Arms 
ViO HOLDA MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. 21-D6 


A Lifetime Gift for 


TODAY. Only 
plus $1.00 for packing 


Topeka, Kan 
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Their Hearts Were In It 


From page 609 


who raised it to perfection. In 1767, 
pink were known. 
Forts later, the Paisley weavers 
could show 70 or 80 choice varieties 
at their Floral Society shows. As usual, 
there great rivalry among old 
growers of London, Manchester and 
Paisley in the cultivation and display 
of this flower, but Paisley 
have been foremost in developing it. 


onlv 12. sorts of 


vears 


Was 


seems to 


familiar single sweet william 
comes in a handsome double form 


that is available from seedsmen. 


is remembered, as well, for 
the high reputation of its Floral So 
ciety, an organization, which the 
forerunner of our modern horticultural 
[his particular group, whose 
weavers, yet 


Paisley 


Was 


societies. 
members were simple 
highly intellectual, was so well organ- 
ized and administered with so 
much ability that the experience 
gained here was used as a basis in the 
founding of the two great  horticul 
tural societies, the Royal Horticultural 
Society and The Royal Caledonian 
Horticultural Society. 

\ clergyman writing at 
the 18th century said, “It is 
known that, not only for the execution 
of the most delicate ornamental mus 
lins, but for ‘the invention of 
terns, the operative manufacturers of 


Was 


the end of 
well 


pat- 


Paisley stand unrivalled.” 

Sweet william, with its 
cottage smell’, still survives in 
auricula-eved form to delight our eves 
and our noses. The old double variety 

Dianthus barbatus magnificus), de- 
scribed bv George M Tavlor, in 
British Garden Flowers”, as having 

reat heads of intensely double 

See page 


“homely 
its old 


very 
619 


ORCHIDS 


for 


Ch ristmas Giving 7 


mA 


Purple—Flowering plant in bud....$9.95 
White—Flowering plant in bud...$15.00 
. 

F.0.B. Monroe. Express shipment 
recommended. Cash with order, please 
Cultural instructions furnished 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ 
ORCHIDS 
Dept. H MONROE, MICHIGAN 





Send for illustrated book on 


and 


EXBURY AZALEAS 


exclusively offered by usin U.S.A. 


50 pages describing over 250 varieties, plus 
complete cultural notes and reference ma- 
terial. Send 25¢ (in coin) for postage and 
handling. 

BRYDON’ 


415-D So. High St., 
Salem, Oregon 
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AUTOMATIC INDOOR GREENHOUSE 
FOR A FINE CHRISTMAS GIFT 


help mu grow orchids 
len plant egetables, etc. right 

i year. Automat 

i week or two at a 


midit 

















The Greenariun cuttings, 
seedlings, wild \ gar 


at home fo 


vy 10to 100 


t Plat nl $2.00. 
Write: Berkeley Enterprises, Inc., 
St., R4, Boston 16, Mass. ©r 
by Christ: 
pasa MAIL THIS COUPON or a copy of it enone 
Berkeley Enterprises, Inc 
883 Boylston St. R4, Boston 16, Mass. 
t r K6 P43 | 
ent. Returnable | 


883 Boylston 


Please s¢ e ite f K5 


pA oe 
| stent, Sir aemae te las aeeatiaste 
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Look at Love A pples— Don t Eat Them 


Olga Rolf Tiemann, Westboro, Missouri 


N OLD-FASHIONED NAME for the _ to- 


mato is love apple. When used by 


gardeners today, however, it is 


much more probable that they are refer- 


fruit that provides ‘“‘food for the 


ring to a 


soul”? instead of the stomach. Delicious 


as It ap} oO apple is certainly not 


edible aimost entirely of 


COnsIsts 


tough and seeds. On the other hand, 


uselul IU 


providing color in 
bouquets 
rative 


a SUrmIKINg rich or 


red I tout Satiny skin Su 


numerous pe] r-like seeds, thinne: 


tomat e The fruits vary from one 


and one quarter inches to almost two 


; 
inches in diameter 


Love 


y aS tomato or pepper plants 


apples can be grown from seed as 
and ina 
\ rather long growing s¢ 


though, tl 


*ason 


similar way 


is necessary ie fruits will not 
ripen properly before frost. Plant the 
March 


plants should provide all 


seeds in a flat in February or early 


Six or a dozen 


and the 


garden, since it has no landscape 


whatever 


the fruits one could use and still have 


some away. 


to give 

Instead of 
pot, a lew seec 
} 


preparing a flat or flower 


may be scattered around a 


oust window. 


plant growing In a sunny 
Love apples do not grow spindly as quickly 
seedlings As soon 


as some as they develop 


their true leaves, they can be transplanted 
Like 


need to be ac- 


to individual other in- 


| 
ae 


papel Dots 


or-started plants, they 


customed to the outdoor air gradually. 


Set them outside on warm sunny days 


in a protected place out of the wind, 


bringing them inside each evening. They 


can be set in the garden at the same time as 


tomatoes and peppers 
Che plant on which the lovely, satiny 
itself 


( lose ly 


fruits appear is in anything but 


lovely. The stems are beset with 


spines, the leaves likewise are prickly 


! white blossoms are small. It is a 


plant for the rear section of the vegetable 
value 


Anyone over-zealous with the 


hoe would most certainly yank out 


RY 


A Fgh tiie 


An Ideal Christmas Gift... 
It Gives Pleasure for 365 Days 


ALL THIS FOR ONLY $5.00 


*““those weeds” unless forewarned 


More 
given plenty of space, so place at 
They grow 214 


as you would 


pesky 
fruits develop if the plants are 
least 
two feet apart may feet 


high. 


If the fruits seem slow in ripening after 


Cultivate tomatoes. 


reaching full size, cut off some of the 


upper leaves. A light frost is not harmful, 


but cut the stems just as soon as the fruit 


has colored well so that later frosts are 


handling the 
Then 


before 


not injurious. For ease in 


stems, wear leather gloves. remove 


most of the prickly leaves, cutting 


they 


can be hung upside down until wanted 


the branches, to bring inside where 


In using the fruits decoratively, ever- 


green sprigs of various kinds can be fas- 


closely to their with dark 


make 


and vases. The love 


tened stems 


thread to material for sprays, 


wreaths, apples them- 


selves may also be picked and arranged 


in bowls with gourds to give bright 


touches of color. 
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—" Twelve issues of Horticulture (subscription $3.00 « year) 


A Copy of the Yearbook: A Free ticket to the Spring 


Show (Regularly $1.50) 
Show (Regularly $.80) - 


- A Free ticket to the Autumn 
Free use of the Society’s Library. 


Only members may borrow books (by mail if you wish— 


no matter where you live). Plus Privileges listed below. 


The Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Please enroll 


Street. . 


Additional Privileges 


Vv Free consultant service with horticultur- 
al experts by mail, by phone or by per- 
sonal call at Horticultural Hall. v Free 
admission to lectures sponsored by the 
Society. 


December 1956 


My name is 


Street 


YEAR BOOK 1956 


PLEASE PRINT NAMES AND ADDRESSES 


Gentlemen $5.00 enclose 








This Versatile 
GARDENER’S GRINDER 


GRIND OR 
SHRED AS 
DESIRED 


* Speeds Composting 

® Grinds Leaves for Compost or Mulch 
* Mixes Compost or Fertilizer with Soil 
* Makes Potting Soil or Top Dressing 


ths off c 


orgar 


$133.50 less engine and belt guard or 
$189.50 complete with 2 h.p. Briggs 
and Stratton recoil starter engine (electric 
motor available), f.o.b. Wichita. Larger 
models available. 


Write for literature and dealers name 


W-W GRINDER CORP. 


Dept. J WICHITA, KANSAS 








LOVELY GLOXINIAS 
6 LARGE $1 POST 


PAID 
One each—six colors. Limit twelve bulbs per customer. 


LLOYD'S GARDENS Grdisone, “Gregor 











The perfect remembrance 


for plant lovers at 


CHRISTMAS 


SEND 
HELLER-GRO 


pon for 34% o 


Send 
artons and attract 


( hristmas labels. 60e ear 


HELLER GREENHOUSE LABORATORIES 


218 E. Pikes Peok Ave 


HELLER GREENHOUSE LABORATORIES 


218 E. Pikes Peak Ave. 


Colorado Springs, Colo 


Colorado Springs, Colo 


es of Heller-Gro with cartons 


Flowers in Bible Lands 
From page 602 


the rains soak the barren land, they 
burst quickly into bloom. A charming 
little gladiolus is one of them. Mauve 
or orange, with florets on only one 
side of a stalk that curves like a flow 
ering scimitar, it blooms on the shores 
ot Galilee. 

Attractive small reddish-purple and 
cerulean-blue flowers of the iris family 
are found among these hills. Wild iris, 
in fact, bloomed in many places—the 
red-purple on bleak hillsides to the 
south and yellow “flags” in the tropi- 
cal green “jungle” of the Jordan River. 

Among the ruins of the city of Sa 
maria, where Salome danced for John 

found my first 
villosus dainty 
centers al 


the Baptist’s head, | 
rock-roses Cistus 
pink flowers, with yellow 
most like our wild rose, but very per 
ishable. A from this 
plant is sometimes translated “myrrh” 
in the Bible. 

It was in the fields 
that | first upon the Star of 
Bethlehem Ornithogalum —umbella 
tum) of song and story. It is a bulbous 
plant, growing wild in fields, hillsides 
places, with narrow, grass 


gum gathered 


near here, too, 


came 


and stony 
like leaves that are striped with white 
White flowers, like six-pointed stars, 
are borne in clusters near the ground. 
of II Kings, 


food in 


doves’ dung” 
sold tor 


[his is the 
for the 
time of famine 


roots were 


Wide-eyed Daisies 


I did not happen upon any Bethle 
hem stars near Bethlehem, but in the 
Shepherds’ Field I found several other 
small wild flowers in the grass, typical 
of all fields of the Holy Land. Among 
them were the charming Palestine 
chamomile Anthemis — palaestina), 
wide-eved daisies on fern-like 
Did the shepherds and other 
stable, I wonder, 
wild flowers as 


Child? I would 


small 

plants. 
visitors to the also 
these 


Holy 


bring some of 
vifts for the 
have. 

Perhaps my favorite of all Palestine 
wild Howers, second to the sweet little 
poly.sthus narcissus, of course, is the 
dainty cyclamen. In Jerusalem I saw 
my first, the same pert charmer, which 
is a tinv version of the potted plant we 
Christmas time. 
into the 


send our friends at 

Each morning on my 
Old City through the Damascus Gate, 
I would stop for a moment in a quiet 
Calvary, said 
Cruci 


Way 


varden called Gordon's 
by some to be the site of the 
fixion 

This peaceful spot, 
cliffs and tamarisk, 
Growing among the 
rocks were many pink 


their rosettes of heart 


garden was a 


shaded b vreat 


cedar and pine. 


crannies of the 


cvclamen, with 


shaped leaves, deep mauve under 
neath. Some writers claim that this lit 
tle “alpine violet” (Cyclamen indicum ) 
is also one of the “lilies” of the Bible. 
The Arab name for it means “ga- 
zelle’s horns” in allusion to the way 
the petals recurve. 

\lso near Jerusaiem I saw my first 
maritime squills or crusaders’ spears. 
They were growing in the deep cleft 
of the Kedron Valley, between the walls 
of the Old City and the slopes of the 
Mount of Olives. I did not see them 
in bloom, but because of their odd 
habit I identified them with interest. 

In September, before the rains be 
gin, they shoot up long stalks from 
their bulbous roots. These bear creamy, 
wax-like along the stalks, 
with new ones opening each day. After 
the flower stems disappear, the leaves 
appear, eventually long and broad, in 
massive clusters ground. 
Much later, these too dry up and dis 
leaving no trace of the dra 


blossoms 


: 
close to the 


appear, 
matic episode. 

Before the rains, the bare hills along 
the Jerusalem-Jericho road look as if 
they will never yield anything except 
more boulders and the giant spiny cac 
used for hedges every 
where in the Holy Land alate 
comer, not known in Bible days). Yet 
in the spring these hillsides are car 
peted with gay pink mustard. Near 
the Gcod Samaritan’s Inn, the wilder 
ness of Judea turns almost overnight 
from brown to mauve, as if bathed in 
the afterglow of a sunset. “The wilder 
ness and dry land shall be glad,” sang 
Isaiah. “It shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice even with joy and singing.” 

Jericho is an oasis, spread out near 
the salty wastes of the Dead Sea. In 
this deep green garden, vineyards rib 
the hillsides, date palms bloom and 


tus so widely 


Wild cyclamen abound in crannies 
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bear fruit and the “sycomore” tree, 
which little Zacchaeus climbed in order 
Jesus in the still be 


[his tree, known as mulberry-fig 


to see press, Can 
seen. 
Ficus sycomorus ) is not like our west 
Here, too, | 
bloom, the 
Elikah took 
until I could 
along the Lake Galilee to 
see the “lilies of the field” which 
loved. The shores ot Galilee are full ot 
flowers in the and 
on the hillsides calen 
dula, pink and yellow 
pine, iris, small daisies and tulips. 


Nlost 


ones 


ern sycamore. saw the 
white 
tree” unde1 


1 had to 


broom in “juniper 
refuge. 


walk 


which 
Walt 
shores of 
Jesus 
lowland meadows 
wild carrot, 
hollyhocks, lu- 


thrilling are the 
coronaria), in 


poppy-anem- 
red, 
white, 


\nemone 
blue, violet, pink and creamy 
with striking black centers. Jesus must 
a colortul drift 


less 


been standing in 
told his listeners to be 
morrow, to trust God 
consider the 


have 
whe n he 
anxious over the 
completely and _ to 
fields, how thev grow; they 


more 
lilies of the 
toil not, neither do they spin: and yet 
that even Solomon in 
was not arraved like 
them 


I Sav unto vou, 
all his vlory 
of these.” I 


bloom on the 


one 


Saw coming into 


Galilee, 
road between Athens and 
Corinth, following the route of St. 
Paul, | that 
created a rich carpet of vlowing color 

It was in’ Greece, in St. Paul's 
Greece, that I first acanthus, 
although it grows in Palestine as well. 
It had no then. The big. stiff 
rosette of deeply serrated leaves, curled 
at the tips, was what inspired the cap 
ital of the Corinthian column, as well 
as other architectural designs. 

\bout the acanthus the Greeks tell 
The architect who first de- 
signed the capital was given the idea 
by a bottomless basket in which an 
icanthus plant had grown so that its 
leaves curled out over the edge. 

\long this route, too, I saw in an 
garden the laurel 
broad 


shores ot and 


later, on the 


stood among hundreds 


Saw the 


flowers 


a story 


ancient monastery 
nobilis), a 
with fragrant leaves. 


used by the Greeks to 


or bay Laurus 
leaved 


This is the bay 


evergreen 


Star of Bethlehem 


crown Olympic winners, as well as the 
plant referred to as the crown in the 
described by Paul to illustrate 
Christian living. Always among ruins, 
whether at Baalbek, in ancient Byblos 
or in nearby Corinth, where Paul stood 
before Gallio, the grassy pavement was 
anthemis, 


“race” 


carpeted with wild flowers 
wild calendulas and many others. 
“Aren't the lands of the Bible just 
bare and bleak?” people ask me. Then 
flash the fragrant 
Cairo and 


into my 
gardens of the 
Damascus, with their marigolds, roses 
and splashing fountains. | too, 
the palace gardens, where tall poin- 
settias 10-foot walls and or- 
ange blossoms fill the air with perfume. 

The ruins of ancient cities and tem- 
ples, where hollyhocks, chamomile and 
cvclamen bloom, also become vivid in 
mv mind, as do the shores of rivers 
that are lush with iris and lowering 
rushes. Always I think the hillsides, 
pink and blue with lupines and “lilies 
of the field”, while little white six 
pointed Bethlehem stars in the grass 
never fail to take me back to this 
wonderful land of the First Christmas. 


memory 
mosques ot 


see, 


peer over 





LILIES 


Wha | a 1 { londerful ge ow Gifts / 


A beautiful card can be sent in 


shipped in 


wonderful 


World's largest selection of Hardy Lilies. 


5 ae West 
dt 


Box 56-H 


April for Spring planting. Ask for our 


52-page illustrated catalog, 


December, and bulbs 


describing the 


free catalog upon request 


GREENOCK 
FARM 


GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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Just Published! 


The Complete Book of 
GREENHOUSE 
GARDENING 


Step-by-step instructions on all phases 
with 
illustrations 


of greenhouse gardening, more 
than 250 
Book provides complete directions on 
and maintain a 


control 


how to-do-it 


how to buy, equip, 
Shows how to 
and light; 


raise a wide variety of 


greenhouse. 
temperature eliminate dis 
ease and pests 
flowers and vegetables to 


perfection 


>» ills } pages in color $6.50 


By HENRY T. NORTHEN and 
REBECCA T. NORTHEN 


The facts behind... 


The SECRET of 
the GREEN THUMB 


Today’s scientific methods for growing 


healthier trees, and 
Book | tells provide 
soil, temperature, light, and 
with tested help for 
overcoming all garden problems. “‘/t 


flowers, lawns, 


shrubs. how to 
proper 
water for plants 


accomplishes its purpose remarkably well.” 


HorticuLTure. 238 ills, g5 


Also by HENRY T. NORTHEN and 
REBECCA T. NORTHEN 


At bookstores or from: 


THE RONALD PRESS COMPANY 
15 East 26th Street, New York 10 








‘‘Few garden books costing $4 or 
more give as much help as 
Kelsey does for ten cents.” 


DIFFERENT 


is the word for this catalog carefully 


122 different trees, 50 
shrubs, 140 broadleaf 
66 azaleas, 90 conifer 
evergreens, 121 fruits, 250 hardy 
perennials. Most kinds priced in 
three sizes (not just ordinary “mail- 
order” sizes). 

Many photographs, climate chart 
to show where plants are hardy, help- 
ful graphs, soil information. A com- 
pact book of 64 large pages. 

Mailed in February, but edition lim- 
ited so order NOW. Price ten cents 
East of Rockies. 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 


Dept. H-1 Highlands, New Jersey 
617 


describing 
vines, 152 
evergreens, 
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Wildflowers Along New Englen 
Raymond ID. Wood, Mt. Kus 
York 


Tuesday, January 8 
1 Tour of Ir 
Fol Massa 
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Tuesday, January 29 


Flowers Can and 
iret M. Brine, ¢ 


Thursday, February 14 
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
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Dual (man and wife § 


for e Christs 
Holiday Flower Arrangements, 
by Emma H 

Christmas Idea Book, 

by Dor Bb e Dorothea 
Chinese Flower Arrangement, 

, 

Foliage Arrangements, 


Longer Days for Gardens 


Christmas Make-It Book, 
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Marjorie Mills on WVDA 


Miss Marjorie Mills, New 
First Lady of the Air, has departed from 
station WBZ and has joined station 
WVDA in Boston. Also added has been 
station WAAB in Worcester for her pro 
grams, which are on the air trom 10:00 
to 10:30 A. M. The outlving stations for 
the same programs, heard from 9:30 to 
10:00 A. M., include WJAR Providence, 
WTIC Hartford, WCSH Portland and 
WLBC Bangor. 

Miss Mills is continuing to offer the 
same format, including interviews with 
celebrities, news in New England and 
daily talks about food, as well as in 
formative gardening programs on Thurs 


England's 


days conducted by Allen Wood. 

In addition to her radio work, Miss 
Mills is continuing with her daily columns 
in the Boston Herald-Traveler and in the 
Sunday Herald. 


Film on European Gardens 


A 30-minute film on “European Gar 
dens in the Springtime’, showing public 
and private gardens and scenic landscapes 
of France, Belgium, Holland and South 
ern England and London, is available for 
garden club programs for $10.00, plus 
mailing and handling charges. For ad 
ditional information about the film or to 
rent it write the Jean Berke Travel Ser 
vice, 516 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 36, N. Y. 





Mrs. E. Paci 


Christmas Holiday House 

The Annual Show of Christmas 
Decorations will be held in the 
Rooms of the Society, December 10- 
14. Hours on Monday are 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; Tuesday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 5 P.M.; Friday, 9 A.m. to 
1 p.m. This show has become a very 
popular affair. It is open to the pub 
lic, and it provides to the hundreds 
of visitors who come to it many ideas 
for holiday decorations. The co-spon- 
sor this year with the Society is ihe 
Norristown Garden Club, and Mrs. 
Henry Hemsing will be Chairman. 
Members of the Society have received 
entry blanks as part of their Fall Pro- 
gram. Non-members are also welcome 
as exhibitors, and may write to the 
Society for entry blanks. 


Winter Lectures 

Mr. Charles Becker, Jr., Chairman 
of the Lecture Committee, has ar 
ranged some interesting illustrated 
lectures for the winter months. The 
first will be held on January 16 at 
3 p.m. in the Rooms of the Society. 
The subject is “Hollies and Their 
Culture”. The speaker, Prof. Robert 
B. Clark, is Assistant Professor of 





The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 


389 Suburban Station Building, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Mr. J. Lippon PENNocK, JrR., President 


ALLINSON, Secretar) 


Mr. Georce BR. Crark, Treasures 


Ornamental Horticulture at Rutgers 
University and also associated with 
the New Jersey Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station. Prof. Clark received 
his B.S. in landscape gardening from 
the University of Massachusetts, and 
his M.S. in taxonomy from the Shaw 
School of Botany, Washington Uni- 
versity. 

The second lecture, “Origins Of 
Garden Plants”, will also be given in 
the Rooms at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 
January 30. The speaker, Dr. Ben- 
jamin Blackburn, has a distinguished 
academic background and is a mem- 
ber of the faculty of Drew University. 
He has published several books and 
many magazine articles. He will talk 
about the interesting experiences 
which plant collectors have in find- 
ing and introducing new plants to 
our gardens. 


Plant Buyers Guide 


If you do not know where to buy 
rare or unusual plants, come in to the 
Society's library and look in “The 
Plant Buyers Guide” or telephone our 
librarian, Miss Green, who will be 
glad to look it up for you in this ex- 
tensive directory. 
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Practical Courses for Amateurs 


The winter program of gardening 
classes for amateurs, sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
will start with the course in “Practical 
Gardening”, to be given on Wednes- 
davs, Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, Feb. 13, 
Mar. 6, from 10 
Phe prnnciples of 
covering soil mixtures, com 


20, 27 and A.M. 
to 12 
, 


gardening, 


noon. basic 


posts, fertilizers, propagation, potting 
and planting methods, will be stressed. 
limited to 20, and the 
materials used in 
Mrs. Lucien B. 


Tavlor will teach the course. 


The course Is 
$12.00 fee 
the laboratory 


covers 


session. 


\ course in “Greenhouse Garden- 


also to be taught by Mrs. Tay- 


lor, will be held on Fridays, Jan. 11, 
18, 25, Feb. 1, 8 and 15, 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon. In this course, the home 
owner will be taught 
a small home greenhouse to the great 
est advantage. The $10.00 fee covers 
the materials used in the laboratory 
session, and enrollment is likewise lim- 
ited to 20. 

\ll classes 
cultural Hall, 
ton, and are 
ested. To enroll, send application and 
remittance to the registrar, Miss Laura 
Rent, Horticultural Hall, Boston. For 
additional information telephone Ken- 
more 6-9280. 


how to operate 


Horti 


Bos 


will be held at 
300 Mass. Ave., 


open to anyone inter 





Their Hearts Were In It 
From page 614 


dark flowers” was lost for 
many vears, but was found again in an 
old Scottish this va- 
riety is obtainable from English firms. 

Compared to the ancient lineage of 
pansy is of rather 
1813, Lord 
residence in 
wild 


crimson 


garden. Seed of 


the carnation, the 
recent development. In 
Gambier, who had a 
Buckinghamshire, noticed the 
pansies growing in his fields and took 


them to his gardener to be cultivated. 


Old-time pansies were noted for their 
quaintly charming and expressive faces 
florists, principally in the 
districts, took it from there 
‘te show pansy. Like 
so many flowers grown by _ fanciers 
during the 19th century, rigid show 
standards of perfection and artificial 
development were followed so meticu- 
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Old-time 
mining 
and developed 


lously that the pansy was in danger of 
becoming too formal. 

However, it was rescued by French 
and Belgian who imported 
show pansies from England and, fol- 
lowing their own standards of beauty, 
developed the fancy pansy, which was 
brought back to England from the 
Continent about 1840. 

\lthough it is fascinating to 
sider the ancestry of our modern flow- 
ers, it is even realize the 
innate love of beauty that found ful- 
fillment in this pastime of men who 
worked with their hands. Perhaps, in 
some future day, the exotic hybrids of 
the 21st century will be traced back 
to their first real development in the 
beginning of the atomic age. Perhaps, 
too, our hybridizers will manage to re- 
tain the quaint charm which is_ the 
old-time flowers so 


growers, 


con- 


more so to 


essence of these 


beloved of our ancestors. 


Calla Lily Begonia 
From page 611 


I cut them 


clean cut just 


slips and branch better late1 
carefully making a below 
a node or leaf joint and remove the bottom 
leaf 


Cuttings are placed in a pan containing 


[hey are then ready for the sand pan. 


clean sand, two inches deep, and set on 
top of the shelf over the radiator, an ideal 
place for rooting cuttings. I pound the 
sand down hard with a brick before insert- 
ing the cuttings, in rows made by a knife, 
pressing the sand around each. Then they 
are watered well, followed by care so that 
they do not dry out or get too much water. 
They root so quickly that I never cease to 
be amazed. When well rooted, I pot them 
in two and a quarter inch pots and move 
them up to the three-inch size as needed. 


— Maser WILLIAMS 
East Pepperell, Mass. 
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IN THE ROOMS OF THE SOCIETY 
389 
SUBURBAN STATION BUILDING 


1617 PENNSYLVANIA BOULEVARD 
PHILADELPHIA 


December 10-14 


For information about the Christmas Show 





and other activities of the Society 








WRITE TO 








389 Suburban Station Building 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Tel. Rittenhouse 6-8352 














EVENTS 


Dec. 3-15. Ithaca, N. Y. Nurserymen’s 
Short Course, N. Y. State Nursery- 
men’s Assoc., Cornell Univ. 

Dec. 4-21. Jamaica Plain, Mass. Christ- 
mas Greens Display, Arnold Arbore- 
tum, Adm. Bldg. (week-days, 9-5). 

Dec. 5-7. Emmaus, Penna. Anniversary 
Christmas Show, Emmaus Garden 
Club, Owl’s Home, Main St. 

Dec. 8-9. Hamilton, Mass. 3rd 
Christmas Greens Show, 
Club of Hamilton and 
Community House. 

Dec. 8-9. El Dorado, \nnual 
Christmas Greens Show, El Dorado 
Garden Club, 200 N. Griggith. 

Dec. 11-12. Hartford, Conn. Annual 
Meeting, Conn. Pomological Soc., 
Hotel Bond. 

Dec. 13. Boston. Lecture: “Wildflowers 
\long New England Trails”, Ray- 
mond D. Wood, Mass. Horticultural 
Soc., 300 Mass. Ave., 8 P.M. 

Dec. 13-14. Boston Christmas Greens 
Sale, N. E. Farm & Garden Assoc., 
Horticultural Hall, 300 Mass. Ave. 

Dec. 19. New York. Christmas Show, 
Horticultural Soc. of N. Y., Essex 
House, 157 West 58 St. 


\nnual 
Garden 
Wenham, 


kan. 
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(/se Your House Plants to Decorate 
for the H oliday SCASON 


rHE joys of Christmas 
from the decorations 
our homes to 


NE O1 

comes 

we put up in 
celebrate this happy season. Most of 
all, plants, whether alive or dried, 
offer fascinating possibilities. Espe 
cially interesting variations may be 
had by combining Christmas acces- 
sories with house plants and cut 
plant material from gardens, woods 
and fields and florist shops. 

Few of us think of using the house 
plants we have with other material 
for decorative purposes. Yet the idea 
is a practical one, and whether your 
house plants is con- 
to a much 


collection of 
fined to one window or 
larger area, that is where the Christ- 
mas indoor decorating can begin. 

First of all, it is neither wise nor 
necessary to move your house plants 
elsewhere. Rather work with them 
where they are, since they provide a 
basic green background. Out-of- 
doors, evergreens and other cut ma- 
terial mav be used for the Yuletide 
door and for the front gate, if there 
is one. When weather permits, flow- 
ering potted plants, such as poinset- 
tias, azaleas and cyclamen, may be 
placed out-of-doors for the occasion. 

On my front gate, I use an ar- 
rangement that always attracts at- 
tention. In a white straw basket, 
with a metal insert, I place leucothoe 
and vew branches to form the basic 
green design. To this I add golden 
sheaves of wheat and pinkish Cali- 
fornia pepper berries. Although sim- 
ple, the color and texture of the 
wheat and berries against the greens 
vives the gate a festive touch. 

\t the front door, the pink of the 


pepper berries is repeated in a large 
pink poinsettia and a pink azalea, 
placed outside for the holidays. Of 
course, red or white poinsettias are 


also attractive, and mav be used to 
complement your particular wreath 
or other door decoration. However, 


I want to stress that these plants are 
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not placed by themselves, but are 
used in front of Japanese _pieris, 
which forms the green background 
that sets off the colorful flowers. 

[he indoor Christmas decoration 
nearest my front door is on the top 
of an old wooden blanket chest in 
the front hall. A copper tray, with a 
two-inch edging, serves as a con- 
tainer for the various pots. Delicate 
ferns, philodendrons and parsley ivy 
are grown here the year around, 
while large red poinsettias are added 
at Christmas time to cover the bare 
wall areas. 

In front of a figure, I keep a small 
copper fountain during the winter, 
for the holiday season I en- 
circle with kalanchoes. Above the 
figure, I hang a tiny pine wreath, 
with a typical red bow, while in the 
small square window above I place 
three candle choir boys amidst long 
needle pine branches. In this way, I 
create a holiday feeling by merely 
adding a few Christmas plants and 
vear- 


which 


standard accessories to my 
round plant area. 

Old red tiles, which form the deep 
windowsill in my kitchen, also pro- 
vide a perfect setting for house plants 
throughout the vear. Set in two large 
straw baskets, rex begonias, episcias, 


A hasket of greens on the gate 
and a swag of wheat on the door 


Baltic ivy and philodendrons flourish 
in this northern exposure. Suspended 
in the center of the casement win- 
dow is an open straw bird cage, 
which I fill with flowers and greens, 
according to the season. During the 
holidays, I used forced paper white 
narcissus and white pine branches. 

On the tiles below, kalanchoes add 
the red to the traditional red, white 
and green Christmas combination. 
Yet this seasonal atmosphere is at- 
tained again by adding a few color- 
ful plants to the green plants al 
ready in the windowsill. At night, 
the window is lighted with holiday 
lights and the plants take on a warm 
and gay aspect in front of the frosty 
lighted panes. 

The iron base of an antique sew- 
ing machine, topped with a copper 
tray, holds the various house plants 
in my bedroom. In this southwest 
exposure are Robinhood 
marguerites, fuchsias and geraniums. 
The last two are brought in from 
the garden for the winter. Here 
again, pink poinsettias are added to 
the existing greenery, which is easily 
dressed up for Christmas season. 

Decorating your home for Christ- 
mas may well involve more than the 
simple suggestions which I have 
mentioned here. Various dried and 
dyed materials can be used in a mul- 
titude of ways, along with the stand- 
ard ribbons, candles and figures. 

Yet it takes a few Christmas pot 
plants—poinsettias, kalanchoes, aza- 
leas, cyclamen, Christmas begonias, 
Christmas cactus and others—to add 
that special touch to this gayest of 
holiday seasons. And remember that- 
indoors or out, green provides the 
ideal background around which to 
work. 


begonias, 


> 
Poinsettias and kalanchoes are com- 
bined with the ferns, philodendrons 
and parsley ivies that occupy a year- 
round place on the blanket chest in 
the front hall of the writer's home. 
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tart Christmas Decorations Harly 


Ruth Gannon, Author of “Decorating with House Plants” 


HRISTMAS IS THE TIME of 
vear when we all strive to dec- 
orate our houses to reflect the 

gaicty and happiness of this festive 

season. Since it is the busiest 
time of the year for most people, 
what a’ tremendous help it can be to 
have Christmas decorations prepared 


also 


well in advance. 

\ collection of dried materials — 
flowers, seed pods, branches, berries 
and leaves—can be exceedingly use 
ful in creating unusual and effective 
designs for doorways, mantels, tables 


touch of color is 


or wherever a 
needed. 

There are two schools of thought 
regarding Christmas decorations. 
Where traditional 
red and combinations are in 
order. Contemporary place 
emphasis on stark white, gold, silver 
and a variety of colors. In both cases, 
dried materials can form the back- 
bone of vour design, and can be pre- 
pared well ahead of time. Often, 
fresh evergreens can be combined ef 
fectively with dried materials, but 
when done, be certain to put water 


decor is desired, 
green 
trends 


in the vase. 


Red, Pink and Green 

A suggestion for an effective red 
and green arrangement, which can 
be made up long before Christmas, 
might consist of celosia (both plumed 
and cockscomb types), sumac, straw- 
flowers, hips of multiflora and other 
kinds of roses, strawberry corn and 
pomegranates. These plants supply 
various shades of deep pink and red. 

Green tones can be obtained with 
dried Scotch anthurium 
leaves, lemon leaves, sprays of am- 
(1 always cut quan- 


broom, 


brosia, rose hips 
tities in the green and red stages) 
magnolia leaves, galax and _ other 
dried green material which is obtain- 
able from most florist shops. At 
Christmas, if you wish, these dried 
green leaves can be replaced with 
sprays of fresh pine or fir or with 
snippets of yew and Japanese an- 
dromeda. 

Since Christmas decorations are 
usually kept for only a few weeks, 
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it is a good time to go all out for 
striking and unusual effects. Metallic 
paints, which are easily applied with 
a hand ideal for trans- 
forming faded material. The lustre 
achieved with silver, gold, bronze or 
pastel colors can be most effective. 
One year, I did all my decorations 
throughout the house in silver, ac- 


spray, are 




















Material in the dried bouquet shown op- 
posite includes: (1) dracena leaves (2) 
pink annual larkspur (3) Podocarpus (4) 
elycerined beech leaves (5) rose and red 
cockscomb (6) rose hips (7) California 
pepper berries. 


cented with fresh evergreens. With 
these I silver containers and 
silver candlesticks. The next vear, 
the theme was gold and green, when 
my accessories were either brass or 
copper containers with candlesticks 


used 


of the same metals. 

When silver was my theme, I 
made a wreath of dried leaves, flow- 
ers and seed pods and sprayed it 
silver. This was used on the door 
inside the storm Since dried 
wreaths usually do not stand up well 
if exposed to the elements, my wreath 


door. 


was superimposed on a larger wreath 
of fresh evergreens by means of flor- 


ists’ picks. 

After the holidays, I carefully 
wrapped my dried wreath in tissue, 
and the following year, when gold 
and green was my theme throughout 


the house, my silver wreath was 
spraved gold, giving it an entirely) 
new appearance. 

When painting and spraying ma- 
terial for Christmas, I look over my 
collection and select pieces which are 
faded or brown, since these are ideal 
for making glamorous. The potting 
bench in the basement is my favorite 
place for this task, where news 
papers, tacked across the back 
sides of the bench, protect the work 
area from any paint that might spat 
ter during the spraying operation. | 
place the material in large flower 
the pots 
materials 


and 


move 


Most 


and 
around as I 
dry in about an hour. 

Striking effects can be 
by spraying bare branches with liq 
uid available at most paint 
stores. Blueberry branches are partic 
ularly picturesque when sprayed with 
and sprinkled with _ glitter. 
his, too, is available in paint stores. 
One way to use these branches is to 
anchor them in styrofoam and trim 
them with glass balls or icicles. 


pots simply 


spray. 
achieved 


snow, 


snow 


Idea for Children 
Children always enjoy 
pating in Christmas activities. Here 
snow 


partici- 


is a suggestion for a scene, 
which makes an attractive center- 
piece, that children can help make. 
Cook together in a double boiler one 
cup of very coarse salt (get kosher 
salt if possible), one-half cup of corn 
starch and three-quarters of a cup of 
cold water. 
Mix all together” and stir con- 
stantly to prevent lumping until 
thick. Then remove the pan from 
the heat immediately, and as soon 
as the mixture is cool enough to han- 
dle, spread it with your hands over 
a 10-to 12-inch pyrex pie plate to 
simulate snow. However, avoid even 
spreading, and allow for some drifts 
and high points to suggest a winter 
landscape. A spike of the flower head 
of some pyramidally-shaped — dried 
plant can be used to make a charm- 
ing small tree or use sprays of arte- 

misia Silver King wired together. 
See page 628 
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Cotoneaster fruits 
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rabapples Ideal time to plant 
\ B 
Crocus, first symbol of spring 
kK I 


yclamen, experience with hardy 
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yclamen growing from seed 
K 
ypress, false, Hinoki 
ytisus praecox 
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Datto 
Daffodils grow best in sod 
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Dahlias 
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Elsholtzia stauntoni 
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Ku ‘ 
Euonymus, evergreen 
Evergreens, broad-leaved 
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Eve réreens, low- growing 
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Fiji Islands B I 
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Firethorn in bloom 
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Flower arranging at its best 
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‘ “ C.A., Bo 
Flower market exhibit 
Flower Show time 
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Fruit garden 
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Gardens 
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G lorioss roths¢ hildiene 
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Mealy bugs 
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Monstera delici care of RK. W. Cumming 138 
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they stand? — M. R. Jacobs 
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Philodendron, cutting aerial roots not 
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7 Plant boxes, make your own — 
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4 Plant exc hanging — K. Ballard 
Planting ideas for two back yards” 
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Plants, deficiencies of food nutri- 
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, diseases, root rot fungus 
G. M 438 
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Propagation, rhododendrons 

Protea in flower 


plants in 
) 


R 
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Rhododendron, Carolina white 212 
Rhododendron, catawba 13 
Rhododendron, Dexter hybrid 26 
Rhododendron hybrid 212 
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J. L. Me 
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254, 310 


Meteor 
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KE. I. Farrington 262 
Tree, bald cypress adaptable — J. J__ : 
Pinney 520 
Tree, Cornus florida rubra, flowers 
of 
Tree, Cornus florida 
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I A. Menninger 562 
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Versailles 573 
Trees, Japanese, introduced by Dr 
Wm. S. Clark 168 
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Trees tell a story — 1. LD. Nehrling. .570 
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Tulip bloom, six weeks of — ( B $4 
ees 5 
Tulipa dasystemon 487 
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Tulips 
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Improved Elderberries 
- Are 


Worth Trying 


Agricultural 


Experiment Station is suggesting that 


HE NEW YORK STATI 

gardeners try cultivated elderberries 
as something unusual in a fruiting shrub 
called Adams is offered 


New York 


Fruit Testing Association at Geneva, which 


A named variety 
for introduction through the 
propagates and tests through its members 
the new varieties selected by the Experi- 
The Adams is 


not a hvbrid, but merely a selected form 


ment Station cultivated 


ot Sambucus canader , with a strong, vigor- 


ous habit and an abundance of fruit 


clusters, somewhat larger than the wild 


type [his is good news for herb gardeners 


who have long wished to secure ‘‘mother 


elder” for a background plant for the herb 
The 


believed to exercise a 


garden. elder “tree”? in olden days 


was protective in- 
fluence against the attacks of witches and 
folklore as 


wood- 


wizards. It was known in 


“mother elder’? before whom the 
cutter must bow and scrape before cutting 
[his was probably a carry-over 
Druids 


trees were possessed with spirits. 


December 1956 


a bough. 


from the days of the when all 


superstitions are associated 
that it 


So Many 
with the elder (Sambucus canadensis 
is possible to find several in contradiction 
to each other. While a person was supposed 
to be perfectly safe in a thunderstorm 
under the shelter of an elder, to sleep unde 
it was not prudent. The narcotic smell of 
the flowers was believed to be noxious by 
some of the ancient writers, while the 
dried blossoms, fruit and bark were con- 
sidered a panacea for all sorts of ills. An 
elder stake was said to last in the ground 
longer than an iron bar of the same size. 

If you were to make stakes from old 
wood in the fall they might sprout leaves 
by spring, because that is how the culti- 
vated variety Adams is propagated. Hard- 
late 


and kept moist and cool till spring planting 


wood cuttings are taken in winter 
time in the nursery. 

The large umbels of creamy white flow- 
ers, so familiar as to be sometimes over- 


looked 


rows, show up handsomely in the back- 


along our roadsides and hedge 
ground of the herb garden. The deep 
purple fruit clusters hang gracefully on 
wiry stems. 

Elder offers the gardener a great deal, 


The 


compound leaves are not so dense that 


both in beauty and in_ usefulness. 
they completely shade smaller herbs grow- 
ing around and under the shrub. In our 


area, the elder grows only five to 12 feet 


tall, and when the bushes are bent with 
their load of fruit, picking is easy 

In the south, plants are much larger, 
while in the far west another species, the 
(Sambucus glauca) is a 


blue-berried elder 


tree of 40 feet in height. The handsomest 
species is the red-berried elder (Sambucus 
conical clusters of white 


racemosa), with 


flowers followed by upright bunches of 


bright scarlet berries. The red berries are 
too bitter for jelly and the divers othe 
uses of the other two. 

lo the gardener who would eat his 
elder is a 
leaf 
in the spring, through the 


herbs and have them _ too, 


banquet. From the time the first 


buds appear 


period when the fragrant flowers open 
wide in June and on until the ripening 
fruit is made into jelly, this plant is edible 


The S« alded 


boiling water 


young leaves may be with 


and added to green salad 
served with French dressing. Elder flowers 
dipped in batter and browned in deep 
fat like fritters are a European delicacy 
lhe half ripe berries make tasty jelly which 
needs no added pectin. If it is later than 
you think when you get around to gather- 
ing the fruit and they are all deep purple 
colored with no green ones to insure the 


‘jell’, add apple juice or certo. 


— GERTRUDE B. Foster 
Falls Village, Conn 


627 








HORTICULTURE’S 


“GREEN 





UrFpee ciant 
4 pPDRAGONS 


SPECIAL! 

Pink, Yellow and Red. 
The 3 best colors, a 25c-Pkt. of 
each, postpaid, to show you the 

high quality of Burpee Seeds 

RUST-RESISTANT 

isite blooms ,on spikes 

All 3 Pkts. only l0e 


75¢ Value! 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 
313 B Building -- at nearest city 
Phila. 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


Decorative - Ornamental - Commercial « 


HOLLIES 


FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 


Send for Catalog in Color to 


Brownell Farms 
Box 5965-H, Milwaukie, Oregon 





FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS IN NEW ENGLAND 


African Vio 
snoten 


$1.00 
or dout 


; $00 
ASHMONT GREENHOUSES 
“New England Finest” Off Rowte 110, Merrimack, Mass. 


Holly 


— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST— 








EARLE DILATUSH —Robbinsville3, N. J. 





CLASSIFIEDS 


Rate 30 cents a werd, minimum $6.00, cash with order, 
ior tiscount for three consecutive issues using same copy 
Closing date 15 days previous to cower date 


Horticulture Vass 


300 Massachusetts Ave.. Boston 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


AMERICA S FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS. Send for 
color atalog. FIs HER GREENHOUSE, Dept. HC5 
AFRICAN VIOLETS. Over 100 varieties (including outsta 

“= Color Catalog. TINARI GREENHOUSES 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED 
AFRICAN VIOLET SEED 


$ r appr 


ided FRIENDLY 


AMARYLLIS 
SPECTACULAR, a ny bloom th ter fr IM 
PORTED AMA LLIs } Ider offering WARMEN 
1OVEN fepwic VAN MEEL WEN strait DOUBLI 
wering McCANN stra t 1 other member 
AMARYLLIS far JOHNSON BROS 
Ko i Brook, N. J 


AMEINOAN HYBRID RURAL ES —. 
1 co $3 


P. O. Box 


j 
5 


Hox, $2.00 postpaid. PHILIP PATE, 
iu 


“BEGONIAS 
BEGONIAS, GERANIUMS, EXOTICS. liouse | 


: trated catalog deseribit 
R EI NHOUSES, Danielson, ( 
EUROPEAN VIOLETS 


keep irksome? Gradual substitute RARE, HARDY, 
UPKEEP-FREE, Dense, CREEPING, EURO 
OUTDOOR, EVERGREEN VIOLETS. Seeds $1.00 


and. Sow OUTDOORS after Nov. 15 
4. HALDY, Brunswick, Ohio, R. R 
EVERGREENS 
BABY EVERGREENS, HOLLY, RHODODENDRONS, 
wk. Or 


AZALEAS, Xna amentals, Flowering Shrubs, 
‘ page ATA- 


Mi fr RARD BI 
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Send Dime Today. 
vegetables, 





MINIATURE ROSES 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


Make fascinating house plants 

for winter enjoyment With 

good care these small plants 

8’ to 12°’ tall will beor perfect 

tiny roses. Also make perfect 

garden plonts. Your choice of 

RED—PINK—WHITE, pat- 

ented varieties. 

Any 3 for $4.50 Ppd. or $4.95 by air. 

Special planting compound and instructions included. 

Send for complete Miniature Rose List 
JOHN THUMB 


BOX 132-H Portiand 7, Oregon 











You Are Invited to Join 


THE GOURD SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC. 


300 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston 15, Mass. 
Mem bership s ee each year 
I : bscript ic urd Seed” 


hed 3 times a year 


Books and Bulletins for Sale 





TREE WORK 


PRUNING REMOVAL 
BIG TREE MOVING 


Satisfactory work at a reasonable cost 


WHITE & FRANKE, INC. 


AS 7-4204-4205 Brookline, Mass. 








Wild Bird Food 


IT KEEPS THEM CHIRPING «A specially blended 
combination of seeds and grain, designed to attract 
the most desirable types of Wild Winter Birds 

100 Ib. $12.00. Economy Blend $9.75—100 Ib. 
F.O.B. Shipping point. Delivered Phila. and suburbs. 


£. L. SHUTE & CO. 








BARTLETT 


TREE EXPERTS 
STAMFORD, CONN. 

















Line Lexington, Pennsylivenia 
FLOWER 


FREE ‘ioox 


Write today for free illustrated book—cultural 
directions, pronouncing index, germination table. 
3000 varieties—old and new. Many rore kinds. 
Yours for the asking. Send a postcard today! 


Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 28 S. C. 














GREENHOUSES 
x 12’ x 9” STURDI-BL BUILT greenho 


dation, inclu 


GRI | HOt ‘SI 


REDWOOD ¥ 


$225.00 de 


CO., 104 8. W. Boones Ferr 
a HOUSE PLANTS 
PICTURESQUE IVIES OTHER HOUSE PLANTS: 
Ivy Vari . Labeled $5.00. 4 Different Hoya (Old Fash 
med Wax Pla t) $3.00. Postpaid. Ser for free folder 
TERRACE VIEW GARDENS, Greet astle, Indiana 
MAGAZINES ian <i 


i! STUR bi BUILT 
R Oswego, Oregor 


INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES 1888-1956. 


ssue. Send want list. PERIODICAL SERVICE, Box 
n, Delaware 

: MULCH 
GROUND CORN cos MULCH. Sample $1.00 
ARCHIE 


45-H C, Wilmingto 





wr price arger amount 
Beaver, lowa 


ORCHID PLANTS: Ever-bloo 
. oe $9.35 


ants 30.50 , , postpaid 


¢ Hybrid ag seen 

I assorte Ins 
booklet 50¢ (free with nt order 
40x 4550-1 K, Coral Gables, Florida 


~ PAPER SHELL PECANS —_ 


LARGE DELICIOUS Paper Shell Pecans sent postpaid, 5 Ibs 
$3.25. 10 Ibs. $6.00 Also Southern Strawberr nigeme s 
Packed in Small Wooden Pails). Gift order 


attention. Pamphlet on request 
Tylertown, Mississipy 


_ PINE CONES ri 
MAMMOTH PINE CONES. From high 


n the Oregon Cas 
ale Over s long 25 each 


or three for $2 
stpaid ( AS \DE PINES, 1042 E 





~~ --—S« SEEDS 
HIMALAYAN FLOWER SEEDS. &, 18, 2 
$1.00, $2.00, $3.00, GHOSE, Orchid, Lil 


end, Darjec , India 


ful kinds 


. j 
ost paid. 


SPARKS, 


d 8 truction 
SAML r i PRESNER, 


f al 
GLI NDALE. } ARMS, 


Main, Klamath | ills . 


oe) A ee mr 


his bat at this 

open feec ler 

right food No 

$2.50 p t with two 
bags of seeds and a Bird 


. 
i Attractor. 7 


; 


Folder 57 witt 

photos on reque ‘1 
ars has produced 
The Per chest Bird Foods 


Howes Bird Attractors 
2057 Perry Road, Norwalk, Conn 


HYPONCX 


sount PLANT FOOD compere 
nt: d 


Simply dissolve and woter all your house 

plants, gorden flowers, vegetobles, shrubs 

ond lawn. Feeds instontly. If dealer con't (* Guaranteed by © 
Good Housekeeping 


HYDROPONIC CHEM. CO., Copley, Ohio, USA 


Send for free samples 
PERFECT GARDEN LABEL 
Lead pencil markines permanent 


Millions in satisfactory 


Really reliable 

use. Beautiful gr . green color blen« 

with garden. A style for ever Irpose 
HOWARD HAMMIT” r 

13 Lewis Street Hartford 2, Conn. 


e] (ane), ELECTRIC SEED 


BED HEATER 
SEED UP IN 30 HOURS 
ROOT CUTTINGS IN 6 DAYS 
CUT GERMINATION TIME BY % 
TRANSPLANT 2 WEEKS SOONER 
You, too, can get these results. Get 
free plans — instructions. 


GRO- CHICAGO 10, ILL 
QUICK 347 W. Superior St. 
W. Coast: 1864 So. 120 St., Seattle 88, Wash. 


PRIMROSES 


SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL HAPPENS WHEN YOU LET 
PRIMROSES have a fling with spring in the shadier part 

our garden. Barnhaven’s world-famous, big, hardy, peret 
silver-dollar Primrose oan from late winter throughout the 
spring in every shade and tint of true blue, pink, salmor wal, 
violet, lavender, yellow, searlet, crimson, Am 
Beauty, copper, bronze, 
grown plants and transplants 
Write for handsome! 
as charmingly 


BARNHAVEN, Gresham, 





orange, 
coffee, cocoa and white 1 
fall and spring delivery, 
ing upon locality llustrated, inf 
book-catalog (free), 
Primroses it presents 





Start Decorations Early 


From page 623 


If you do not have either, cut 
short sprays of yew or other small nee 
dled evergreens and wire them together 
to make a tree, 10 or 12 inches tall. 
Insert the “tree” in the high point of 
your mixture, and add a few short 
evergreen branches here and there to 
represent shrubbery. The great advan- 
tage of inserting materials in this mix- 
ture is that it does not harden rapidly 
and gives you an opportunity to change 
your arrangement if you wish. You may 
also leave a circular or irregular area 
in the bottom of the plate to suggest 
a pond. 

Next take a bow] of ivory flakes and 
add enough hot water so that you can 


HORTICULTURE 








mixture until it becomes stiff. 
the hardened snow in 


beat the 
Smear it 
the plate and add some dabs here and 


over 


there to the trees and shrubs. Then add 


a small snow bird, a deer, some tiny 


animal figures or whatever else you 
think 
vew to torm your tree, 
orate it with small red balls or miniature 


vilded cones. 


suitable. If you use branches of 
you might dec 


ornaments, such as tiny 


Silver and green arrangement 


One of the most striking wreaths I 
seen in recent years was made en 
materials. A 
into 


have 


tirely of dried stvrotoam 


frame formed the base which 
sprays of artemisia Silver King, cut into 
six-inch lengths, were inserted. Ar 
ranged around the outer edge and from 
they feathery and 
rhe trimmings consisted of 
Calitornia berries 
red dogwood leaves, which 


and wa- 


the front, 

lacv effect. 
rose colore d 
and dark 
had been treated in glycerine 
wreath of artemisia can be 


wave a 


pepper 


ter. A basic 


used over and over by changing the 
trimmings each year. 

Unusually decorative wreaths or 
swags can be made of nuts, pine cones 
and seed pods. These take considerable 
time to fashion, but once finished, they 
can be used for years either in their 
natural tones or sprayed in gold, silver 
or white. Try Brazil 
nuts and walnuts for variation in torm. 
Bore holes through each nut, and wire 
together in clusters of three or more 
of the same kind, depending on the size 
wreath you are making. Then wire or 


wire frame available 


almonds, acorns, 


tie clusters to a 
in different sizes from your florist. 

Small cones may be wired together 
in groups of three, but larger ones can 
be used singly. Try cutting some of the 
larger ones in half so that the cut sides 
resemble a flower. It is a good idea to 
group your different materials around 
the frame in order to achieve the best 
effect before wiring permanently to the 
frame. If you plan to save a wreath 
like this for several years, be sure to 
add some moth balls to the box in 
which you store it to prevent possible 
damage by rodents. 

Styrofoam is useful in many ways in 


December 1956 


addition to serving as a base for wreaths. 
For Christmas decorations, you can 
have a piece cut any size or shape vou 
want for use in place of a tray for the 
center of vour dining table. If you wish 
to use candles, cut holes either at the 
ends or the center. Then make a fairly 
low arrangement of magnolia or galax 
leaves interspersed with limes, lemons, 
artichokes and rose hips, either in nat 
ural colors or in gold or silver. 

To anchor your materials to the 
styrofoam tray, use florists’ picks. Made 
in this way, the entire arrangement can 
be lifted off the table whenever neces 
sary. For variation, fresh flowers, such 
as carnations, can be inserted in the 
arrangement and kept fresh by placing 
them in tubes that hold water. These 
tubes can be obtained at your florist. 

Even as late as early December, you 
can still collect from fields and woods 
seed pods, branches, fertile fronds of 
ferns, Queen Anne’s lace and many 
other materials which, in their natural 
state at that 
However, they can easily be 
tractive with 


sprays. So, why not prepare for Christ 


time, are drab and dull. 
made at- 
gold, silver or colored 
mas as soon as possible, and be ready 


to enjoy this most festive of holidays. 


Styrofoam frame makes the job easy 








Grow exotic flowers 
all winter long in an 


EVERLITE 
ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


Here are some reasons for Everlite’s 
great increase in popularity: Mainte- 
nance-free aluminum-alloy construc- 
tion, beautiful curved glass eaves, 
patented weatherproof full-length 
vents. Standardized sections allow 
for any size or shape and future 
expansion. Shipped complete with 
glass. Model C-3 shown, $572.00 with 
door. Other models from $187.50, 
Write for Folder H116, 


ttluminum 
, Que. 


14615 Lorain Ave., Cleveland 11, Ohio 











EVERLITE 


ALUMINUM GREENHOUSES 


Now’s the time for 
**YOUR GARDEN IN THE SNOW” 


Represented by 
NEW ENGLAND 
GREENHOUSE CO., INC. 


Route 3, Hanover, Mass., Phone: Taylor 6-2545 


Write for Booklet H-56 








FOR HOUSE PLANTS 


BACCTO 


POTTING SOIL 


Ideal for house 
plants, window 
boxes, terraces,gar- 
dens. Enriched, sci- 
entifically processed, 
complete.Amazingly 
low priced at hard- 
ware,chain,depart- 
ment and garden 
stores 


25¢ bag fills a flower 
pot! 5 Ibs., 59¢; 10 Ibs., 
98¢; 25 Ibs., $1.69; 50 
Ibs., $2.49. Order Today. 


PEAT, INC. 
67 West 44th St. 
New York 36, N.Y. 











101 Models Under $500 
Prices as LOW as $239 


101 Waldor Aluminum 
Greenhouse models for less 
than $500—7 less than $300. 
WALDOR Greenhouse gar- 
dening is easier; a relaxing, 
year ‘round hobby or family 
project. Something to show 
friends! Extra income, too. 
All styles, sizes, for home or 
commercial growers. Pre- 
fabricated, simply erected, 
extended with only wrench 
and screwdriver. No rot, no 
rust, no painting. 10-yr. 
Guarantee. 
Send 25c, NEW 4-color CATALOG 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1812 Salem, Mass. 








WV illozws— Trees of A lany Uses 


Curster D. Weprick, Simcoe, Ont., Canada 


ILLOWS grow almost universally over 

WV the humid parts of the temperate 
zones and, generally speaking, are held in 
little esteem by the average person Yet, 
in their way, they are indispensable in the 
landscape scheme. They are especially pic- 
turesque when spreading gracefully over a 
body of water. In earliest spring their bark 
brightens, in the golden-barked 


they are 


suddenly 
long 


sorts, and then before 


wreathed in tender green leaves and vellow- 


ish catkins 

Not a tree for the small yard, the weep- 
ing willow, especially the golden-barked 
variety, is splendid along streams or in 
large estates or parks. As it is very brittle, 
the ground under it is strewn with small 
every heavy 


branches each and 


windstorm during the growing season is 
liable to break its branches considerably 


It is in the role of soil-binders along shore 


spring, 


lines of lakes and streams that willows have 
their greatest economic value. Large limbs 
either in the fall or pref- 
) and stuck in the 


the 


often are cut off 


erably in earliest spring 
water 1S 


All 


large 


ground near streams where 


causing serious erosion of the banks 
from cuttings, 


root easily 


In fact, small branches are often 


willows 
or small 
broken off and carried by wind and water 


they root 


to other locations, where 


promptly if covered with a modicum of 
soil 

Sometimes starting them by the method 
first mentioned is not feasible and another 
If close to the shore- 
branches 


method must be used 


line of bodies of water, willow 


likely to be inundated should be cut in 


relatively lengths and completely 


short 
buried in soil shallow in heavy soils or 
deep as a foot in light soils. The reason for 


this is that sandy soils wash away easily 
and also have a greater tendency to dry out, 
thus harming the buried cuttings. It is best 
to putin several rows, a ¢ ouple ol feet apart, 
staggering the cuttings just as you would 
break joints in a brick wall. Planted this 
way, they root the whole length of the 
buried sections instead of just at the base 
as in ordinary cuttings. Consequently, this 
helps to bind the soil and many shoots 
start up to the surface, making an impen- 
etrable barrier to erosion. 

In seasons of exceptionally high water, 
the cuttings may be shorn off by ice, but 
this does not kill them, for they grow again 
from the roots. When they develop into big 
trees, the elements cannot destroy them. 
In addition to being fast-growing, willow 
roots make a solid mat of roots in a radius 
of two or three times the spread of the 


tops While 
conditions, it precludes their use in the 


this is desirable under some 


average home grounds, except for the few 


dwarts of varying sizes, some of which 
come from the far northern regions 

The records of soil conservation projects 
hold innumerable examples of where the 
use of willows has made it umnecessary to 
resort to the costly and often inadequat 
generally used to prevent soil 
erosion. So, uf 


streams and ponds, think twice before you 


methods 


you have willows along 


destroy them! 





WOODLAND PORTRAITS. by Jeannette Klute 


THE IDEAL GIFT BOOK for gardeners, nature lovers and photographers 
SEE COLOR PLATE OPPOSITE 


Now Only $7.25 postpaid 
(formerly $20.00) 


N ACHIEVEMENT in color printing and photography, Woodland Portraits by Jeannette Klute contains 50 out- 

standing color reproductions of native plants and wild life, all made in natural settings. The great charm of this 

extraordinary book lies in the subtle lighting effects achieved in the photography and the faithful reproductions of 
this unique set of color photographs. A brief and informative text accompanies each plate. 


Horticulture's Book Dept. 
300 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston 15, Mass. 


Please send me 


Enclosed is 


copies of Woodland Portraits 


Check Money Order 


$7.25 postpaid 


Nature photographers will find this 
book of immense value because of 
the carefully prepared set of pho- 
tographic notes the author has in- 
cluded All of these 
photographs are suitable for fram- 
ing and are ideal for teaching 
young people the essence of wild 


in her text. 


life in our northern woods. 
Only $7.25 Postpaid 
HORTICULTURE 
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